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MADRID (AP) — Yuzhsk Shamir met MBthail Gorbachev Tuesday in a 
historic fir* encounter between braefi aid Soviet heads of govecmiieiiian 
the eve of ibfr Madrid'Afidewt peace con fe rence. “Lea dan an hoar ago, 
an iaftPOc mwttfog between President Gorbachev and Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shanrir eotfed ia rto buildiiig,” the Soviet embassy in Madrid, 
nfaGofeocfaev spokesman Andrei Grachev. The meeting came Mo 
weds after the Soviet Union ended a 24-year rop tnre by restoring 
diplomatic ties with, bad, thn meeting meTi condition for Soviet 
partkapatioiiia the peace talks beginning Wednesday. Mr. Shamir immed 
from the embassy to tabs with U-S. Secretary of State Junes Baker and 
made no immediste comment, but Mr. Grachev portrayed the meeting to 
r epotte ra aswgmMdfofward-iookiDg— atragfonnadonfromthedays 
when bred treated the Soviet Union as an arch-enemy. “Both rides 
agreed that both of them were damaged by the absence of diplomatic 
relations for such a long time. And they expressed hopes that they would 
be able to-make up for this damage," Mr. Grachev, said. Mr. Shamir “arid 
that he understood Rnsdanvstter at the egd of die conversation than he 
(fid at the b egi nning ," the spokesman said. 
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Abu Jaber briefs Gonzalez 

MADRID (Petra) — Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez Tuesday 
received in ins office Jordan’s Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Jaber, who 
heads the joint Jordanjan-Palestnrian delegation to the Middle East peace 
conference, and Dr. Haidar Abdnl Shafi. head of the P alestinian side in 
the joint delegation. In a statement to Petra Dr. Abn Jaber said be briefcl 
the Spanish prime minister on Jordan’s perception of a just and l a stin g, 
peace in the Middle East. Dr. Abu Jaber added that talks also focussed on 
the principled Jordanian position which is based on international 
legitimacy, including U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 338. He 
said he stressed the need to safeguard Jordan’s Arab identity, the right of 
the Palestinian people to self-detennination and die urgent need for 
putting an end to Israeli settlements in the occupied territories. Dr. Abu 
Jaber also met with ‘special U.N. envoy to die Middle East E doua r d 
.Brunner and heads of Arab delegations attrading the peace conference. 
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peace conference opens today 


From Mahmoud A1 Kayed aad George Hawatmefc 
fai Madrid 
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. A NEW CHAPTER in toddle 
Bast history begins here today 
/ with dm ceremonial opening of 
- Anb-braeB negotiations under 
the umb rella Of inta fmiHniial. 
ly assembled conference for re- 
gional peace. 

Participants and observers ‘ 
agree this is only the beginning of 
; a process whose outcome is far 
> from certain but which is a urriqoe 
» op port un ity for finding a solution 
to the Palestinian proble m and 
the wider Arab-Israeli conflic t. 

Nobody knows for sure what 
flie results will be. Everyone, 
however, expects it to be a. long 
and complicated process that can 
■ either bring about a fair and 
. lasting settlement or mid up in 
pushing die region towards even 
' greater violence, instability and 
bloodshed. 

“Because the stakes are so 
high, the Arab side at least has 
. come here determined to give 


peace its chance,” Arab sources 
. say. The outcome depends on 
whether the Israelis are wflttng to 
give up the territorial gains they 
made m 1967 in return for peace- 
ful coexistence and good neigh- 
bourly relations with the Arabs. 

The “land-for-peace” formula 
is straight-forward and .simple, 
but the Israelis have not yet 
matched Arab acceptance of it 

“Only if and when they do, can 
the real search for a comprehen- 
sive peace begin," according to 
Arab delegates. 

For now, the role of the Mad- 
rid conference appears to be 
aimed at opening direct Arab- 
Israeli talks without expecting a 
commitment from Israel to with- 
draw from ' the occupied Arab 
t er r itori es. Since such a commit- 
ment is imfikdy without Amer- 
ican p r e s sur e on Israel, however, 
the Arab side is contenting itself 
with promises — direct rod in- 


direct — of pressure m the couise 
of die process, with the biggest 
weapon being the American $10 
billion loro guarantees to Israel 
which will come up for discussion 
in the U.S. in February. 

Israel will have to soften its 
rejection of trading land for 
peace not only because of its fear 
that the Bush adminis tration 
might deckle to deny Israel its 
request for the $10 bilfioa when 
die issue is (focussed early next 
year. 

It will be under pressure to do 
so also because the Arabs have 
finally met Israel’s conditions for 
face-to-face talks, first at the 
Madrid conference and later on 
in bilateral talks whose venne has 
appar ently not been determined 
yet 

There were reports in the Mad- 
rid capital last night that Syria 
was still it i Mtfin g on American 
rod Soviet attendance of and 
involvement in trilateral talks, 
which the Israelis view as an 
obstacle to malting pr o g re ss in 


negotiations. But the U.S. secret- 
ary of state was scheduled to 
meet with Foreign Minister 
Frirouk Sbaraa last nigh t to dis- 
cuss the issue and to see whether 
Damascus would change its mind 
on its refusal to attend the multi- 
lateral miw on regional issues, in 
light of Saadi Arabia and Paired- 
man agreement to attend th em in 
the third and final leg of peace 
negotiations. ■ - 

According to informed sources 
here, agre e me n t or discord on 
bfi&treal and multilateral talks 
would not surface until Friday, 
the last day of the conference, 
when U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker will Ire the last 
person to address the con fer ence 
after aO beads of delegation have 
replied to other formal addresses. 

Much of what is going to hap- 
pen at the conference and beyond 
will be largely determined by 
what presidents George Bush and 
Mikhail Gorbachev wlD have to 
say to the conferees in the open- 
ing ceremony today, according to 


King believes settlement will be 
halted when peace talks begin 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hrs Majesty 
King Hussein said in an interview 
published Tuesday flat Israeli 
setttemmns in the occupied terri- 
tories will come to a halt when 
the Middle East peace conference 
starts. 

“I believe there wiD be a halt to 
Israeli settlements wife the begm- 
ing of the negotiating process,” 
King Hussein told (be London- 
based Al-Quds AJ Arabi. 

"Any contin u ation in settle- 
ment constr uc t i on wifi be amgpg 
the reasons which might threaten 
the (peace) process from the be- 
ginning,” the King said. 

.The issue of Israefi settlements 
is considered “very crucial” to 
Arabs, he said. 

King Hussein e x pressed hope 
that the joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation to the 


Madrid peace conference wiD car- 
ry out its duty and fulfil the 
. Arabe people’s aspirations. 

- The joint delegation is backed 
in its endeavours by very wide 
sector of the Jordanian and 
Palestinian people and by the' 
Arab World at large, the King 


“After these long years of 
agony and fast opportuni ties, we 
have readied a high degree of 
aw ar eness tint maces it maro- 
bent on us to shoulder our ter 
8pons3rifitiea as Palestinians and 
Jordanians,” the King said. 

The Kmg said fire question of 
settlements lies at the heart of the 
negotiations. 

TbeEcve that the continuation 
of the settlement programme 
could jeopardise the peace pro- 
cess right from the beginning 


since as it is unreasonable to have 
people ( foc u ssin g the future of 
the occupied territories while set- 
tlement pr ogra m mes persist to 
swallow up those territories,*’ the 
King said. 

He said that the whole world 
supports the Arab side in its 
oppos i tion to the settlements be- 
cause settlements form a stumb- 
ling Mock in the path of peace. 

“ff we axe searching for peace 
we diould not place obstacles in 
its path,” the Kmg said. 

King Hussein referred to the 
sufferings of die Palestinians 
under o ccu p ati o n, noting that 
these sufferin gs and file effects of 
the intifada were felt in Jordan,” 
which “feds it is closer to the' 
P a le s t inians thad any other state 
and which Ins been bearing the 
negative consequences and 



events befalling our kinsmen and 
our brothers in Palestine. ’’ 
“There are trends in the - Arab 
World to w ar d s ext remi sm rod 
there are (ortain groups in Israel 
and in the Arab world who have 
tfadr own selfish ambitions,” the 
King said. “Therefore if the 

(Co n tinued on page 2) 


3 Israeli soldiers killed, 5 
wounded in S. Lebanon 


TYRE (Agencies) — Lebanese 
fighters, escalating attacks on the 
eve of the Arab-Israeli peace 
conference, killed three Israeli 
soldiers and wounded 11 in South 
Lebanon Tuesday, authorities 
said. 

Israeli officials in Madrid and 
security sources in South Leba- 
non said three Israelis were killed 
and six wounded in a roadside 
bomb attack claimed by the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah (Party 
of God)- 

Five others were wounded in a 
Hash claimed by a Lebanon- 
based faction of Palestinian fun- 
damentalists. Israeli sources said 
two gaecnBas died and one was' 
wounded in the dash. 

Shortly after the guerrilla 
attacks, two Israeli helicopter gun 


Palestinians carrying olive 
branch march for peace 


strips strafed fields of the Rashi- 
dtyeh Palestinian refugee camp in 
South JLebanon, kilting one 
Palestinian and wounding three, 
Lebanese poEce said. 

The Israeli army denied reports 
from police in eastern Lebanon’s 
Bekaa Valley that three guerrillas 
flying hang gliders to attack Israel 
were shot down in the south 

d uring the nigh t. 

The deadliest guerrilla a ttack 
was a roadside bomb detonated 
by HtzboDah in. the anti-guerrilla 
buffer strip held by Israel and its 
affies across South Lebanon. 

Lebanese security sources said 
three* Israeli soldiers were killed 
and one was wounded. Israel did 
not report the bombing. 

(Continued on page 2) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Thousands of 
Palestinians marched through the 
occupied Gaza Strip’s largest 
town Tuesday to support the 
Madrid peace conference, shout- 
ing “We want peace” and hand- 
ing olive brandies to Israeli sol- 
diers. 

$ome marchers jumped over 
army jeeps to shake hands with 
startled Israeli soldiers, introduc- 
ing themselves as supporters to 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation’s -(FLO) Fateh faction, 
Palestinian re por te rs said. 

A smaller counter-march was 
held by s u ppor t ers of the Tdawtir 
ftnxfamentafgt movement Hamas 
(Zeal), which opposes the peace 
co n ference. No dasbes with sol- 
diers were reported in either de- 


monstration. 

About 2,000 people took part 
in the propeace march in Gaza 
Gty, sponsored by Fateh, the 
Palestinian reporters said. About 
700 marched to Jabatiya refugee 
camp, where the uprising against 
occupation began almost four 
years ago. 

Israel Radio reported the de- 
monstration, saying army jeeps 
stood by as the youth who often 
throw stones- at soldiers marched 
by chanting “We are with the 
peace conference.” • 

Israeli soldiers confronted the 
marchers when they first stinted, 
but allowed the march to con- 
tinue when they were assured it 
would be peaceful. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Questions remain over means to change 
bilateral talks into comprehensive solution 


By Lands K. Andos! 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

ARAB LEADERS enter their 
firs t collective peace talks with 
Ipyl today united in then 
de mand for a comprehensive 
solution based on swapping 
hind for peace, but without a 
imrfiwi neg otiating strategy. 

Judging • by official state- 
ments and interviews with 
Arab officials, there is no 
strategy on how to turn bOatcr- 
al-taflcs with Israel into com- 
prehensive AraWsracfi negp- 


co-sponsor of the Madrid 
peace tafia, some argoe that 
the Arabs have a better chauoe 
of pr o mp ting a more assertive 
Soviet position if tbey readied 
a clearly defined political 


The absence of a unified 
Arab strategy, Arab analyst 
warn, wffl only farihet an Arab 
pocitjoa already weakened by 
the sedans imbalance resu lting 
from fee dwfrv of Soviet nt- 
faenge and the Iraqi military 
defeat in the Gulf war. 

Afttxxigh analysis differ ® 
fees awrasment of fee Soviet 
rale or fee level of infinence 
felt Moscow can assert as a 


In a last-ditch effort tocoor- 
rfmate the Arab negotiating 
position, Arab foreign minis- 
ters met in Damascus last week 
and declared that so bilateral 
agreements wife brad -mil be 
signed until a comprehensive 
sedation Is readied. 

Bat fee Damascus meeting, 
which has restored a mfarimum 
level of Arab collective, will 
which was completely feat- 
toed by the Gntf crisis, has 
foiled to bring about an agree- 
ment on -two important points, 
that can affect tire course of the 
negotia tion s: 

— first* although feere-is an 
agreement that the issue of 
sentem eidi feoukt be oa lop 
of fee agenda, the Arab parties 
did not chart out a strategy on 


bow to ensure a hah of the 
Israeli settlements. Furth- 
ermore, there is no cons e n sus 
on bow to react if Israel main- 
tains its obstinate position and 
continues building fee settle- 
ments as the confe r ence con- 
tinues. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO) officials have 
pabtidy threatened feat the 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


or ganisa tion wiD poD out the 
Palestinian delegation if brad 
refused to stop fee building of 
the sett le ments . In practice, 
howe v er, fee PLO might not 
.be able to cany out its threat 
without strong support by the 
Arab c o un t ries .- 
Palestinian officials expect 
the organisation to come under 
tremendous international, and 
propabty Arab pressure not to 
immediately withdraw so as 


not to be blamed for blocking 
the talks. 

Sta te me n ts by PLO officials 
and Palestinian delegates to 
Madrid indicated hope that 
once fee negotiations started 
the U.S. and the Soviet Union 
wiD pressure Israel to comply. 
Hie U.S. has not made any 
pledges concerning the settie- 
ments in its fatter of assurances 
to the Palestinians and the 
Arab governments. But 
accor di ng to Palestinian an ^ 
other Arab officials, U.S. 
administration officials have 
indicated to the Arab and 
Palestinian leaders that 
Washington will make sure 
that dime will be a cessation of 
the settlements once fee nego- 
tiations started. 

In an interview wife Jordan 
Tdeviaon’s Arabic dunmdon 
Sunday, Palestinian 
Gha ssan A1 Khatib cx pi c as e d 
hope that the c o n fe re nce wifl 

(Cndued an page 3) 


Arab sources. “It will also de- 
pend on Yitzhak Shamir and his 
speech,” the sources say. “While 
we do not expect (President) 
Bush to promise direct pressure 
and imposing a settlement cm 

Israel, we nevertheless hope that 
he and (President) Gorbachev 
will pledge to see this process to 
the end.” 

In a joint press conference held 
here after two hours of talks Mr. 
Bosh and Mr. Gorbachev said 
while they would exert all efforts 
to make the peace parley a suc- 
cess they would not impose any 
solution on any party. 

Members of the Joint 
Jordamro-Palestiman delegation 
say that short of imposing a set- 
tlement on the Israelis, fee U.S. 
should press for and be able to 
secure a bah to the building of 
more or trigger Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied territories. 

“Such an achievement, more 
than any other step, can create 
fee right atmosphere for the con- 


Crown 

Prince: 

Regional 

issues 

directly 

linked 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassm 
Tuesday emphasised the import- 
ance of talks on regional issues 
among the various parties in the 
Middle East and said there can- 
not be any cir c um venting of the 
direct Hnlrag* among the regional 
issues. 

The Crown Prince. in an inter- 
view with Mexican Television, 
also voiced appreciation for the 
U.S. initiative which led to the 
Middle East peace co n ference, 
which opens in Madrid Wednes- 
day. 

“This is not the time to raise 
dogans (or) to be emotional,” the 
Crown Prince said. “It is time to 
express oar appreciation for the 
sponsorship of tins conference, in 
particular, the U.S. initiative of 
March of this year winch we feel 
was a principal initiative in that it 
emphasised the importance of 
land for peace,” the Crown 
Prince told interviewer AlkaBen 
Reza. 

“It is also a time to remind the 
( C o ntinued on page 2) 


Arafat 
calls on 
Palestinians 
to support 
delegates 

TUNIS (Agencies) — Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat urged 
Palestinians Tuesday to support a 
joint delegation wife Jordan rep- 
resenting them at historic Middle 
East peace talk*. 

Mr. Arafat’s address, played 
on a videotape at East Jeru- 
salem's A1 Hakawati Theatre, 
was shown to reporter s in Tunis. 

“This delegation re p rese n t s all 
children, women and* men in the 
interior ami ext eri or of the occu- 
pied territories,” Mr. Arafat said 
on the videotape. 

“It is dedicated to challenging 
the Zionist enemy and all those 
who tried to frustrate the Palesti- 
nian people aad their cause for 
decades,” Mir. Arafat said. 

^ The a ddress, where Mr. Arafat 
“a ffirmed the nece s s ity to sup- 
peat our delegation at the Madrid 
conference,” was an nnpficit call 
for Palestinians to spurn extrem- 
ist factions rejecting the talks. 

Mr. Arafat deplored a recent 
meeting m Tehran by fee so- 
called “Conference for fee the 
support of the Islamic Revolution 
in Palestine” that set a day of 
"anger and protests” OcL 30. 



Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Jaber, bead of the meets wife special UJI. repr e sentati ve to the 
joint Jor dauia n-Palegtinim delegati on to fee Mid- Middle East Edouard Bruner (Petra photo) 

(Be East peace c onfer en ce fen Madrid, Tuesday 

ference and for tile talks that selves at the outset of the confer- ment activity rod agree to 
should follow,” a senior member cnee to withdrawing from the confidence-building measures 
of tiie delegation says. “If the occupied Arab territories, then at ...” the Palestinian delegates 
Israelis wifl not commit them- least they can stop their settle- maintain. 


Bush, Gorbachev pledge all efforts, 
but say no imposed solutions 


U.S. PRESIDENT George Bush 
rod Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev pledged Tuesday to 
use “all the remedies at our dis- 
posal” to nudge Arabs and 
Israelis towards peace, but said 
they would not try to dictate a 
settlement at the Middle East 
peace talks. 

The U.S. and Soviet leaders, 
meeting in Madrid to launch the 
peace talks, urged Israel and the 
Arabs not to let slip the greatest 
chance of peace in d e cades. 

Mr. Bush and Mr. Gorbachev, 
co-sponsors of the talks opening 
Wednesday, appealed ax a joint 
news conference to all sides to be 
constructive. 

Mr. Bush rod Mr. Gorbachev 
side-stepped reporters’ questions 


dealing with substantive issues 
like land, the core of the Arab- 
Israeli struggle, for fear of under- 
mining the bard bilateral bargain- 
ing feat is to follow the set-speech 
opening Wednesday. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who was aim 
speaking for Mr. Bush, appealed 
to all sides to “act responsibly, 
wife great understanding ... that 
everybody be very constructive.” 

“We’re not here to impose a 
settlement, we are here to be a 
catalyst ... I don't want to give 
anybody reason to walk away or 
make additional, conditions be- 
cause of anything I might say 
here,” he said. 

Mr. Bush' warned before leav- 
ing Washington that the talks, 
fnut of eight months of U.S. 


shuttle diplomacy, would be kmg 
and hard. But he tokl reporters in 
Madrid: “This is historic because 
people are sitting down to talk to 
each other for the first time.” 

Without spelling out the U.S- 
interpretation, he stressed the 
talks would be based on U.N. 
Resolution 242, which called for 
Israel to withdraw from the West 
Bank, the Gaza Strip, and East 
Jerusalem which it occupied in 
the 1967 Middle East war in 
exchange for peace wife Arab* 
states. 

Mr. Bush said he and Mr. 
Gorbachev bad “yet another very 
constructive meeting” on the eve 
Of the Mideast peace talks. 

(C o n t i n u e d on page S) 


Palestinians see autonomy step 
to statehood, confederation 


MADRID (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian negotiators at the Middle 
peace conference will seek 
agreement on autonomy in fee 
Israefi-occnpied territories as a 
stepping stone to statehood, a 
senior official said Tuesday. 

Faisal Husseini, a key nego- 
tiator in talks wife U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker leading up 
to the conference, said such a 
state would eventually confeder- 
ate with Jordan. 

The Palestinians will demand 
Israel freeze settlement construc- 
tion in the occupied territories, 
but wifi stay at fee talks no matter 
bow tough the bargaining, dele- 
gates and advisers said. 

Evident from the Palestinian 
stat em ent s was that statehood has 
become a goal, rather than a 
precondition. This pragmatism 
marked a significant shift from 
fee uncompromising stands of the 
past 

The conference opens Wednes- 
day wife the Palestinians attend- 
ing in a joint de le gat ion with 
Jordan. They hope to have an 
independent team when bilateral 


talks begin between Israel and 
each of the Arab parties — Jor- 
dan, fee Palestinians, Syria and 
Lebanon. 

The 14 Palestinian negotiators 
are led by Haidar Abdul Sbafi, a 
71-year-old physician from 
Israeli-occupied Gaza. But an 
advisory committee headed by 
Mr. Husseini will oversee the 
delegation. 

Spokeswoman Hanan Ashrawi 
told reporters the Palestinians 
were now waiting for Israel to 
turn words into deeds by calling a 
halt to new Jewish settlements in 
the occupied territories. 

Israeli . Prime -Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir told NBC television on 
Monday that everything, indud- 
ing the Israeli-Palestinian dispute 
over land, could be brought to 
fee Madrid negotiations. 

“For a long time we have heard 
nothing but statements of intran- 
sigence and entrenchment and 
attempts at derailing the peace 
process,” Dr. Ashrawi said. 

“This morning we were 
pleasantly surprised to bear a new 
tone, a softer tone from Israel... 


it is significant and important... I 
think this is an indication of a less 
hardline position and perhaps 
more willingness to move the 
peace process in a positive way,” 
she srncL 

Mr. Shamir said of counter- 
claims to the occupied West 
Bank, Gaza Strip rod East Jeru- 
salem, “we are convinced it be- 
longs to us since thousands of 
years. And maybe the Palesti- 
nians believe the same. Then let 
us negotiate bow to settle it.” 
But he added that willingness 
to negotiate did not mean “feat 
we will give up tins or that. ” 
Dr. Ashrawi qualified her en- 
thusiasm, however, saying: 
“What we have to know is 
whether this verbal position 
actually has substance on the 
ground or is translated into effec- 
tive action in terms of settlements 
and all the measures a gainwf fee 
occupied territories.” 

This would become dear when 
bilateral talks between Israel and 
the Palestinian delegation began, 

(C ont in ued on page 5) 


Shamir: Everything on table 


ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER 
Yitzhak Shamir has said that ‘Ev- 
erything conk! be brought on the 
table of negotiations” at fee 
Arab-Israeli peace conference. 

In an interview • with NBC 
News Mr. Shamir was asked if he 
would consider giving up land for 
peace and bringing bati settlers 
from Arab soil. 

“Everything could be brought 
on the table of negotiations. It 
doesn't mean that we wfli ^ve np 
this or that," be replied. 

On the issue of trading land for 
peace be said: “We believe and 
are convinced it belongs to is 
fwiH» thousands of years. And 
maybe the Palestinians believe 
fee same. Then let us negotiate 
how to settle it, bow to find a way 
to avoid war.” 

Mr. Shamir , interviewed in 
Israel a day before Ids departure 
at the bead of Israel’s delegation 
to the peace talks in Madrid, said 
fee time was ripe for ending war 


and suffering. 

“I think the Arab mass and 
especially die Palestinians have 
enough of it. They are fed up wife 
it- And it’s time to make a 
change, a revolutionary change, 
to make peace.” 

• Asked if he would agree to 
freeze Jewish settlements in fee 
occupied Arab territories, Mr. 
Shamir said: “We will not accept 
any preconditions. They can raise 
whatever they wish on fee agenda 

of fee talks, in the negotiations, 
but we will not accept any pre- 
'comfitions.” 

Israel is willing to negotiate the 
withdrawal of its soldiers from 
southern Lebanon, fee Israeli 
official in charge of Lebanese 
policy said Monday in a discus- 
sion on fee peace conference. 

“I think (a withdrawal) is part 
of what wiO have to be the subject 
of negotiations now between us 
and the Lebanese,” Uri Lnbraxri 
said. 


Mr. Lubrani, at a meeting wife 
A ssociated Press editors, said 
Israel has “preconditions for such 
a thing happening,” among them 
fee requirement that “the secur- 
ity needs of Israel are fixity and 
irrevocably taken care of.” , 

He declined to list any other 
conditions, saying that to do so 
would be premature. But he 
reiterated Israeli policy — ih»t 
the Jewish state does not lay 
claim to even “an inch” of Leba- 
non. 

Another Israeli spokesman 
said Tuesday his country was. 
prepared to discuss any relevant 
issue at the Middle East talks but 
would not be drawn on whether it' 
would consider giving land for 
peace. 

In a British television inter- 
view, Yossi Olmert said Israel 
hoped for a positive outcome to 
the Madrid talks but expected 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Two million people may 
claim damages from Iraq 


GENEVA (R) - Up to two 
nnilron people may daim dam- 
^cs from Iraq over its invasion of 
Kuwait, the head of the U.N. 
body that will process the claims 
said Tuesday. 

Belgian Ambassador Philippe 
diainnan of the governing 
^puncil of the U.N. Compensa- 
tion Fund, said it was possible 
that 1.5 million to two million 


people who left Kuwait or Iraq 
during the seven-month occupa- 
tion of Kuwait might fUc claims. 

If each asked only for the 
$2,500 fixed amount being 
offered to anyone without proof 
of losses, that would mean small 
claims totalling $3.75 billion to $5 
billion. 

However, the council is 


weighing a proposal to raise the 
fixed amount to $5,000, and peo- 
ple with documentation of losses 
will be able to file for unlimited 
amounts — leaving a potential for 
tens of billions of dollars of indi- 
vidual claims. 


The U.N. Security Council, 
whose 15 members comprise the 
fund's governing council, has de- 
cided to siphon off a portion — 
up to a maximum of 30 per cent 
— of Iraqi oil revenues to pay for 
the losses. 

It has authorised temporary 


sales worth $1.6 billion but will 
only allow unlimited sales once it 
is satisfied Iraq’s chemical, biolo- 
gical, nuclear and ballistic missile 
weapon programmes are des- 
troyed or being destroyed. 

Iraq is refusing to export any 
oil because it is unhappy with 
U.N. supervision and diversion pf 
its revenues, so the compensation 
fund is dry. 

“If there is no movement in oil, 
by deduction we have to face a 
situation where no money is 
going to come into the fund," Mr. 
Berg told a news conference. 

Nonetheless, the governing 
council is taking steps to prepare 
die ground for getting its share of 
oil revenues when and if exports 
do begin. 

In a week-long meeting that 
ended on Oct. 18, it adopted a 
complex mechanism for tar- 
nishing Iraq's oil revenues .once 
sanctions are lifted. 

A confidential study prepared 


for die council estimated that 
should Iraq be allowed to sell 
unlimited quantities, it might re- 
ceive $16.2 billion in oil export 
earnings by 1993. 

Thirty per cent of that amounts 
to $4.9 billion at that rate, assum- 
ing the payments ever start, Iraq 
amid be paying compensation 
claims for a long time. 

On top of the claims of those 
who left Kuwait or Iraq, hun- 
dreds of ♦housands of people who 
stayed in Kuwait and can docu- 
ment their losses are also ex- 
pected to daim for damage in- 
flicted by Iraqi forces. 

Corporations and governments 
are also expected to weigh m with 
tens of billions of dollars of' 
claims. Kuwaiti diplomats in 
Geneva estimated the loss in the 
country's oil sector alone at $75 
Union, and $30 to $40 billion in 
other sectors. 

Foreign Secretary Donglas | 
Hurd has accused Iraq of uneven- 
ly distributing its food supplies 
and said the international com- I 
munity will not be blackmailed by" | 
reports of starvation. 

Speaking to a conservative par- 
ty gathering Monday night in 
London, Mr. Hurd contended 
that Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein is responsible for any food 
shortages. 

“Iraq is importing food but that 
food is not being given to those in 
real need. Senior members of the 
Baath Party and Saddam Hus- 
sein’s cronies are certainly not 
going hungry," Mr. Hurd said. 

The foreign secretary said Iraq 
bad frustrated U.N. relief eff o rts 
to help Shiite refugees in the 
south. 

“I am particularly concerned 
about the position of the Shia in 
the marshes; we strongly support 
Prince Sadruddin’s call for die 
establishment of a U.N. huma- 
nitarian centre at Nasiriya,” Mr. 
Hard said. 

In addition to his call for the 
humanitarian centre in southern 
Iraq, Prince Sadruddin Aga 
Khan," the U.N. sepdal envoy to 
Iraq on humanitarian issues, sub- 
mitted a report this summer 
asking the U.N. to allow Iraq to 
sell oil to pay for food and medi- 
cines. 


U.N. seated 
on sidelines 
in Madrid 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
After yean of anti-Israel resolu- 
tions and rhetoric, the Urated 
Nations now finds itself relegated 
to observer status at the Middle 
j East peace conference, aide that 
I rankles the secretary-general. 

Israel, which owes its existence 
to the 1947 U.N. vote to end die 
I British mandate' of Palestine and 
create two Jewish and Arab 
states, refused to accept full parti- 
cipation by the worid body at the 
conference in Madrid. 

The United Nations will be 
seated as an observer when the 
talks opens Wednesday, repre- 
sented by the secretary-general’s 
personal representative to the 
Middle East, Swiss diplomat 
Edouard Brunner. 

“I believe that this is not 
enough/* Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar said of 
die non-participant status of the 
world body. 

“V that is all they are going to 
offer the United Nations, it is 
insufficient and unfair,” he told a 
news conference last month. 

“We should not forget that 
Israel is the creation of the Un- 
ited Nations Organisation and 
that the framework of any Mid- 
dle East solution has to be the 
two Security Council resolutions, 
242 (of 1967) and 338 (of 1973).” 

Those resolutions call for peace 
talks between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours, and fay the ground- 
work of a land-for-peace deal 

Israel says it has every reason 
to be wary of the United Nations, 
after some two decades of anti- 
Israeli resolutions, rhetoric and 
policies that have been issued by 
the world body. 

The most rankling U.N. policy 
is the General Assembly's 1975 
resolution declaring Zionism to 
be a form of racism, a measure 
targeted by die United States and 
Israel for repeal by the end of this 
assembly session. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar has de- 
nounced that resolution, but his 
views tend to be lost in tbe chorus 
of anti-Israeli statements that 
have emanated from the United 
Nations. 


British newspaper editor 
in Israeli arms row sacked 


LONDON (Agencies) — The 
Daily Mirror newspaper has sack- 
ed foreign editor Nicholas 
Davies, who is at the centre of 
allegations that he spied for 
Israel. 

Mirror group newspapers said 
in a statement Nicholas Davies 
was dismissed by editor Richard 
Stott after Mr. Davies’s “absolute 
denials" about a visit to Ohio in 
the United States proved to be 
untrue. 

It said it had no doubt allega- 
tions he spied for Israel were 
“wholly untrue." 

’ “Mr. Davies was aware of the 
defence the paper was mounting 
on his behalf. Regrettably, his 
absolute denials on tbe Ohio 
questions, on which the paper 
was entitled to rely, were not 
true," the statement said. 

“Mr. Stott had, therefore, no 
alternative but to dismiss him in 
accordance with the company’s 
rules,” it added. 

Mr. Davies has the right to 
appeal to Mirror group publisher 
Robert Maxwell, who has sued 
U.S. author Seymour Hersh for 
libel over the allegations in his 
book “The Samson Option, 
Israel, America and the Bomb." 

Mr. Davies has denied the 
allegations. 

He had also denied visiting 
Ohio in 1985 although he later 
said be had been there to visit the 
Amish sect for a story. 

Last Friday another British 
newspaper, the Daily Mail, pub- 
lished a photograph it said 
apparently showed Mr. Davies at 


an terras -dealer's Ohio home. | 
On Friday the Daily Mirror ; 
uoted Mr. Davies as saying he : 
id meet Charles Benjamin 
Kauffman, a former arms dealer, 
while be was visiting Amish areas 
in Pennsylvania and Ohio. He 
was quoted as saying they went, 
for a walk and there was no 
mention of arms trading. 

British politicians sought an 
inquiry into these and other 
claims in the book of alleged links 
between the Daily Mirror and 
Israeli Mossad intelligence. 

The Conservative Party’s 
Rupert Alfason and the opposi- 
tion Labour Party’s George 
Galloway raised the allegations in 
parliament. 

Taken from the book, they 
allege Mr. Davies was involved in 
Israeli arms deals with Iran and 
helped Mossad kidnappers find 
Israeli nuclear scientist Mor-' 
dechai Vanunu, jailed for treason 
in 1988. 

Mr. Hersh, a Pulitzer Prize- 
winning journalist, was served 
with libel writs on Thursday while 
in London defending the allega- 
tions made in his book. Tbe writs 
were served on behalf of Mr. 
Maxwell, Mr. Davies and Mirror 
group newspapers. 

Of the allegations concerning 
Mr. Vanunu and Mossad, the 
statement said: “We have no 
doubt they are wholly untrue, 
and tbe Daily Minor does not 
retract or retreat from a single 
word of what it said in Mr. 
Davies’s defence on these ques- 
tions..." 


Shamir 

(Continued from page I) 

them to be “very long and prot- 
racted and complicated negotia- 
tions that will go up and down, up 
and down.” 

Asked by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC) if 
Israel was prepared to cede terri- 
tory for tbe sake of peace, be 
said: “Just let’s talk about what 
can be done in order to achieve 
peace ... the idea is to discuss 
e v er y thing which separates one 
side from another.” 

In Madrid Mr. Shamir said the 
killing of Israeli soldiers and set- 
tlers would not derail the peace 
talks. 

“Some might have expected 
that in the face of this terror, 
Israel- would not attend tbe con- 
ference^ but despite this violence, 
our press 'for peace is unrelent- 
ing,” Mr. Shamir told reporters, 
after arriving in Madrid. 

As Mr. Shamir was flying ttf 
die talks news broke that gntttfl- 
fas had killed at least three Israeli 
soldiers in southern Lebanon. 

On Monday night unknown 
assailants ambushed a bus car- 
rying Jewish settlers in the occu- 
pied West Bank killing two and 
wounding five. 

“We afl who desire true peace 
should unite in condetnmng with- 
out .any reservation these un- 
speakable acts,” Mr. Shamir, 76. 
raid. 

“We hope that here in Madrid 
will begin a process to realise our 
greatest aspirations. We do not 
wish to wait any longer for peace 
and truly plead as if our counter- 
parts have come here in tbe same 
sprit our years of waiting wiS 
some to an end,” said Mr. Sha- 
mir. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Algerian wives win right to vote 

ALGIERS (R) — Wives won the right to vote in Algeria’s first 
multi-party election when tbe constitutional council Monday threw 
out a law that would let husbands vote in their place. Tbe council 
ruled that an article of tbe new electoral law allowing one married 
partner to vote for another did not conform with Algeria’s 
constitution, which bans sexual or religious discrimination. The 
Algerian National Assembly, dominated by members of the former 
ruling National Liberation Front (FLN), had approved the article 
' saying it wanted to avoid “sowing doubt and anarchy into the lives 
of (married) couples.” Although wives could in theory vote for 
their husbands, - critics of the article said tradition in male- 
dominated Algerian society would ensure trhat wives would be- 
denied the right to elect the 430 members- of the next National 
Assembly in the Dec. 26 poll. Opponents of the measure included 
feminist groups, the government and pro-democracy parties. 
President Chadli Benjedid referred the law to tbe coundl, which 
has seven members — two named by parliament, two by the 
supreme court and two plus the chairman by the president. Tbe 
coundl meets in private to decide whether laws are constitutional. 
The general election was due last June 27 but postponed after riots 
by Islamic fundamentalists. 

Kuwaiti officials: 18 more wells to go 

KUWAIT CITY (AP) — Oil officials said Tuesday that 18 out of 
732 wells set ablaze or destroyed in the Gulf war remain to be 
brought under control. The officials si ad a ceremony marking foe 
end of foe firefighting effort was tentatively set for next Tuesday. 
“It appears that foe plan is holding for Nov. 5,” said tbe official. 
“But the final determination depends on the success in exting- 
uishing and capping the wells before Tuesday.” The, official said 
that advene weather conditions could cause delays. Of Kuwait's 
940 producing wells, 732 were damaged. Original estimates called 
for capping the weQs by March 1992. The faster rate was attributed 
* to an .increase in the number of firefighting companies, the 
availability of needed equipment and support, foe completion of 
the water system and the growing experience of firefighters. 
Kuwait currently is producing about 290,000 barrels of oil a day | 
from 120 intact wells. Output is expected to rise to about 400,000 
barrels a day by the year's end and one million by July 1992. 

Thousands of Sudanese fleeing famine, war 

KAMPALA (R) — Thousands of Sudanese refugees are crossing j 
into Uganda to escape famine and civil war in foe south of then- 
home land, a United Nations official said Tuesday. “Most of them 
arrived in bad shape and a large number of them were teenagers," | 
U.N. High Commissioner fOT Refugees (UNHCR) official Ahmad 
Farah said in the Ugandan capital Kampala. Up to 2,000 refugees 
have been entering Uganda’s northern region each month, bringing | 
foe total number of Sudanese refugees in the country to 70,000, a ; 
UNHCR report said. “Should tbe inflax exceed this rate then we 
will have an emergency on our hands;” Mr. Farah said. MflKons of i 
southern Sudanese have been uprooted from their homes in the 
eight-year dvil war between government forces and tbe rebel * 
Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA). An estimated 500,000 ; 
have died, mainly civilians falling victim to hunger and disease. | 

Pakistani diplomat summoned by Afghans | 

ISLAMABAD (R) — The Afghan Foreign Ministry summoned i 
Pakistan's top diplomat in Kabul Monday to protest over what it 
said was a plot to blow up three of foe country's hydroelectric 
dams. Kabul Radio, monitored in Islamabad, reported that foe 
Afghan government bad exact information about plans by the 
Pakistani army and intelligence services to destroy foe dams. Tbe 
protest follows charges by foe president of the Afghan guerrilla 
govemment-kbexilc in Pakistan that Pakistani military officials 
were* plaimiiig to -attack -KbajakJ Dam m western Afghanistan and 
Naghlu and Damn ta in -the .east. The president, Sibghatnllah 
Mojadidi, bas been angered by being ousted from a gnerrilla 
delegation he was due to lead to Moscow next week to discuss ways 
of ending Afghanistan’s 13-year-old civil war. 

Algerian general named presidential aide 

ALGIERS (R) — Algerian President Chadli Benjedid appointed 
Major-General Hocine Benmaalem as director of bis office, the 
official news agency APS reported Monday. Gen. Benmaalem 
replaces Maj-Gen. Larbi Belkheir who was named interior minister 
on Oct. 16 in a government reshuffle. Former head of the second 
military region in western Algeria, Gen. Benmaalem was until now 
director of foe defence and security department at the presidency. 

Hundreds of drug traffickers held in Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Security agents in Iran arrested 871 alleged 
drug smugglers and seized more than 2,000 kilogrammes in two 
weeks, Tehran Radio reported Monday. The broadcast said 17 of 
tbe traffickers were from neighbouring Afghanistan. It said 1 2,130 
kilogrammes of various drugs were confiscated in the two-week 
swoop, launched Oct. 8 in nine provinces. The operation also 
netted 18 guns and 22 vehicles used to transport narcotics, tbe radio 
said. Tens of thousands of so-called drag smugglers and addicts 
have been rounded up in Iran since December 1988. The 
government has hanged more than 2.500 people, including women 
and foreigners, on charges of drug- trafficking charges. Exile* 
Iranian opposition groups allege that tbe drugs-charges are an 
excuse to get rid of government opponents. 

Tehran* Cairo could restore ties 

'NICOSIA (AP) — An Iranian parliamentary commission on 
Monday asked the government to restore ties with Egypt, tbe only 
Arab country where Iran lacks an embassy. The Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said the parliament’s foreign relations 
commission sent a proposal to the Foreign Ministry, asking it to 
“study, with special priority,” tbe improvement of ties with Cairo. 
Iranian President Hasbemi Rafsanjani, a so-called moderate, has 
been trying to temper bis country’s revolutionary fervor, and 
restore ties with all Arab countries and the West Soon after the 
Gulf war, Tehran and Cairo reopened interest sections in each 
others' capitals closed in 1987. 


King believes settlement will be halted 


(Co nti nued from page 1) 

peace process fails, confnskm and 

instability would prevail en- 
dangering not only the parties to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict but 
rather foe whole worid commun- 
ity, King Hnssdn wanted. 

He said unless a just and 
sustainable peace based on justice 
is achieved, the consequences 
would be extremely bad for all. 

The King noted that many 
changes had occurred in the Mid- 
dle East, affecting all parties and 
said that “Israel had considered 
itself in tbe past as a “vanguard 
force protecting certain interests 
vis-a-vis another camp. But this 
situation has changed as the other 
camp exists no more and hence 
Israel’s status in the eyes of 
others has drastically changed." 

King Hussein said that such 
factors have foeiT own effect on 
the fu t ure of foe whole region 
and on the oatnxt of a solution to 
tiie conflict 

King Hnssdn said that cohe- 
sion among Jordanians “is some- 
tiring that one can only feel proud 
of.” 

“National unity in Jordan is 
essential and is considered as an 
embodiment of foe principles of 
tbe Great Arab Revolt,” he 
added. 

King Hussein noted that Arab 


Jerusalem was occupied in the 
1967 war and Israel considers the 
city as part pf whatfc calk “grea- 
ter Jerusalem.” But tins accounts 
for one fifth of the whole occur 
pied West Bank. This question, 
along with tbe Israeli settksmets, 
wfl be discussed at the peace 
co nfer ence," foe King smd. 

He said that the whole 
supports foe Arab rights 
not recognise farad’s ' 

Arab Jerusalem and Is 
al practices to change the 

ter foe Holy City, wbid , 

for afl Arabs and M u sl mi fob^ ytfep 
worid community at farje. j 

U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242 considers Jerusalem as 
occupied territory, and part of 
foe occupied West Bank,” King 
Hussein said. 

The city of Jerusalem should 
-remain a symbol of peace and one 
for afl foe. monotheistic faiths. 

King Hussein said this dty was 
occupied by farad in the 1967 war 
and the Israelis daim that the 
Jews were forbidden by foe 
Arabs to reach the Wailing Wall. 
But, he explained, this question 
was agreed in the armistice agree- 
ment between the Arabs and 
Israel. The King also said the 
Israelis had been preventing 
Christians from reaching 


Nxmrefo and other pfaoa 

under occupati o n. K>. 

The K»«g 1ms repeated# jswd 

that settlement ;cfegs*rqtt&n 
were fltsgsl and warned foattbry 
would seriously hinder foe JH- 
die East peace drive* - 
frasidem George Bush. and 
Setmary of State James Bmef 
have also criticised foe rettie - 
meats, saying they wens an obsta- 
cle to peace. ' 

-On Tuesday, Isreali Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir told re- 
before his departure for 
talks in Madrid, that The 
state would not baftbtrikJ- 
in the occupied terri to ries.' 
Palestinian activists Haafcn 
Aahrawi and Ftaisal Husseu n, foe 
main negotiators. of. peace tains' 
with Mr. Baker, have been ral- 
lying for U.S. a s suranc es that 
Israel would freeze construction 
in the territories at the start of the 
talk* in Madrid Wednesday. 

Bat officials said Palestinians 
have not received any American 
guarantee on the issue. They said 
Palestinians expea the United 
Stales to pressure Israel at the 
peace conference to halt settle- 
ments. 

There are fears the conference 
will be disrupted if the settle- 
ments issue is not raised at the 
beginning. 


Crown Prince stresses linkage of issues 


(Continued from page 1) 

world that those who are partici- 
pating in tins conference are 
dearly there to promote modera- 
tion mid to promote a search for 
common ground based on com- 
unuritive interest,” be said. 

At the same time, the Grown 
Prince warned, “if tins exercise is 

to be aborted, then dearly we will 
not be engaged in a process which 
we all seek, but we will have 
given the opportunity to those 
who, expecting and anticipating a 
faOure of this political exercise, to 
say ther your are, we told you so. 
Tbe positions are too intransi- 
gent, nothing will change and it 
will not be a case of tend for 
peace or peace for peace but 
peace in place as we know is no 


peace at afl.” 

In reply to a question on re- 
gional talks die Grown Prince 
said: 

“Let me first take in terms of 
direct linkage tiie question of the 
nndtifateral talks, which we fed 
very strongly are ex tr emely im- 
portant in that they represent in a 
sense a Helsinki process for the 
Jkfiddle East. In terms of energy, 
water, and foe co nsumpti on of 
water, there is direct linkage. In 
.terms of debt and military ex- 
penditure, there is direct linkage. 
This is transational thinking. It 
goes across, borders and conse- 
quently when one looks at tiie 
case of Israel, in the context, for 
example, of water, farad is a low 
riparian of water, we are a middle 


riparian and Sryria is an upper 
riparian, and, if yourwill, Tjnrkey 
is an up per riparian to Syria. So 
there is direct linkage on foe most 
explosive issue potentially, winch 
is drinking water. 

“But of coarse if you are asking 
me about the (fired political 
talks: Will they lead to conmla- 
tive achievements? Clearly, as 
has been said, some delegations 
wifl p rogress than others, 

but what we are looking for is not 
a peace in aggreggate or peace in 
cumulative achievements. What 
we, and I say we as Arabs, are 
looking for, is a comprehensive 
and just peace and drink that 
every indication today is that die 
cause of foe Palestinian people 
will be honoured and promoted 
by active Arab inter-action.” 


Three Israeli soldiers killed 


ploded Israeli troops further 
south battled guerrillas who infil- 
trated to within a few kilometres 
of foe Israeli border and attacked 
a patrol near die village of Mar- 
wahine. 

Lebanese security sources in- 
itially reported two Israeli sol- 
diers killed and two. wounded but 
said later that five soldiers were 
wounded, which was confirmed 
by die Israeli army. 

Israel and tbe Lebanese 
sources said two guerrillas were 
killed and one was captured. The 


Lebanese security sources said 
fighting with mortars and anti- 
taak rockets ragwJ for, more than 
se^gn hours. 

Jfer® statement issued in Beam, 
the Islamic Jihad Movement in 
Palestine said its fighters were 
intercepted by foe army as they 
were about to cross into Israel. It 
vowed more such raids. 

Israeli army offidaJs said foe 
fundamentalist group was headed 
by Fathi SfaekaJri, a Palestinian 
expelled by Israel from the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip to Lebanon. 

Shortly after die attacks, Israeli 
gunners retaliated by shelling 
Hfaboflah bases. 


(Continued from page 1) 
Hours before the bomb ex-- 


Palestinians march for peace 


Arafat 

(Continued from page 1) 

. Hie called die appeal “interfer- 
ence in internal Palestinian 
affairs.” 

. Mr. Arafat has won tbe sop-, 
port of Palestinian moderates for 
non-PLO members to attend the 
conference, which opens 
Wednesday, as part of a joint 
delegation with Jordan. 

In doing so, he angered many 
hardline Palestinian factions by 
ceding to Israeli demands that no 
FLO members or Palestinians 
from East Jerusalem belong to 
tbe delegation. 

Only Palestinians from the 
occupied West - Bank and Gaza 
Strip are allowed in the delega- 
tion, though they are widely seen 
as being guided by foe PIX). 

Palestinian sources in Jeru- 
salem said no special permission 
from foe Israeh occupation au- 
thorities was needed for the 
theatre gathering where Mr. Ara- 
fat's message was beard. 

“Tbe new dawn is near,” they 
quoted Mr. Arafat as saying. 
“This is the first time Palestinians 
are sitting across the table as 
equals and win make the world 
Eaten to their cause.” 

He also urged Palestinians in 
the occupied territories to step up 
their revolt against Israeli rale. 

In an interview with German 
Television, Mr. Arafat said be 
was optimistic about tbe outcome 
of tbe peace conference. 

The independence pf the Baltic 
states and Namibia and foe 
firec^ (tf imjnrisoned bfadk South 
African leader Nelson Mandela 
were “good signs of change,” tbe 
FLO leader said. 

As a result, be also felt that the 
Palestinian question would be 
solved. 


(Continued from page 1) 

At nightfall, youth were re- 
pented driving through tiie streets 
beeping car horns and shouting 
slogans in favour of the peace 
c onference. Witnesses said they 
decorated some army posts with 
dive branches. 

About 400 to 500 people took 
part in the Hamas protest in the 
city’s Sh&jaiya quarter. “No for 
the conference of treason,” said 
one sign carried by tiie marchers. 

Most of the marchers had their 
faces covered with masks, and 
some carried axes and swords. 

Youths from Hamas and Fateh 
abo set themselves for a possi- 
ble confrontation during- the 
peace conference, when Hamas 
has called a strike. 

Tbe supporters of Hamas went 
through the dty telling shops to 
dose for the next three days, 
while those from Fateh urged 


merchants to ignore the strike call 
and remain open. 

A FLO hardline group which 
has disowned the Palestinian de- 
cision to attend the peace talks 
said Tuesday it was responsible 
for an ambush in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank in which two 
settlers were Itifled. 

The Damascus-based Popular 
Fron t for t he Uberatiou of Pales- 
tine (FFLP) threatened further 
such at t ack s in a statement that 
contradicted an earlier dahn of 
responsibility for the ambush by 
tbe Muslim fundamentalist group 
Ffizbollah-Palestine. 

The PFLP, 8$ it announces its 
responsibility for the courageous 
operation... vows to escalate the 
uprising and armed struggle until 
we achieve our people's goals,” it 
said in a statement read over the 
telephone to Reuters in Cyprus. 
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i the World Hcattii Orgaufea- 
r uroella g re viewing the activi- 


ties of the toed office of WHO’s Centre for 
Environmental Beatth Activities 


Health official commends CEHA’s 
efforts in promoting public welfare 


fi 
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f AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 
experts from the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) gathered 
here Tuesday for a three-day 
meeting designed to assess the 
activities and achievements of 
WHO’s regional Centre for En- 
vironmental Health Activities 
(CEHA), which, is -based in Am- 
man, and the centre’s plan of 
action for 1992 and 1993. 

Acting for Health Minister 
Mamdouh Abbadi, Ministry of 
Health Secretary General Dr. 
Adrian Abbas opened the meet- 
ings with a speech underlining the 
importance of CEHA’s opera- 
tions in the Arab region. 

Dr. Hassan Baroudi WHO re- 
gional representative, com- 
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mended the role of the Health 
Ministry in promoting health 
levels and-, in backing projects 
carried out to promote sanitation 
and public health in the King- 
dom. Dr. Baroudi called for in- 
creased cooperation between 
CEHA and the Health Ministry 
to achieve these common goals. 

Dr. Abbas paid tribute to WHO 
and CEHA for helping Jordan 
promote its expertise in health- 
related matters and activities de- 
signed to protect public health. 

WHO officials said that the 
seminar was designed to enable 
health workers and experts to 
exchange . views about environ- 
mental health within the eastern 
Mediterranean region and to dis- 


cuss problems related to water 
and sanitation. 

- / CEHA offi cial* said that repre- 
sentatives of Pakistan, Sudan, 
Saudi Arabia and Iordan are 
represented at tbe meeting, 
which is considered as tbe third 
meeting of a regional technical 
advisory committee to be held in 
Amman. 

They said the committee- will 
evaluate CEHA’s achievements 
and review a proposed plan for 
1992 and 1993. The committee 
will also issue recommendations 
for CEHA’s future directions 
which can be used as guidelines 
for long-term goals, technical 
emphasis and improvement of 
operational efficiency. 


Questions remain over 
means to change talks 


(Continued from page 1) 


focus international attention 
on Israel's defiant and illegal 
position and build up pressure 
on Td Aviv to abide by inter- 
national law. !•/»"■ 

But Manning that interna- 
tional pressure will take time 
to accumulate and be trarfir- 
foimed into action, it remains 
under how tbe Arabs will move 
on to die more compficated 
issue of Israefi withdrawal 
without ensuring a freeze on 
settlements. 

The U.S. has made it.dear 
that it wiD not allow any obsta- 
cle on front or issue to hinder 
the progress of the talks — 
mak in g it diffic ult for the Arab 
leaders to pursue their de- 
clared objective of striking a 
linkage between all phases, 
and all issues at all fronts of 
negotiations. 

— Secondly, tire Arab par- 
ties going into the negotiations 
differ on the timing of the third 
phase of the talks — multi- 
lateral discussi on s on regional 
security and economic arrange- 
ments, which are scheduled to 
take place two weeks after the 
opening of the co n fe r ence. 

Damascus has on the 
Arabs to boycott tbe multi- 
lateral regional talks if Israel 
refused to withdraw from the 
Arab territories occupied in 
1967. Jordan had already 
promised the U-S- to attend 
prim to the Syrian request. 

Egypt which will only attend 
the co nfer ence as an observer 
but is expected to play a very 
influential role, is pressing all 
the Arab parties to attend tire 
regional talks in accordance 
with the agenda, according to 
Arab officials. 

The FLO had initially firmly 
backed the Syrian call but re- 
cent statements by members of 
the P ale sti n ia n delegation indi- 
cated a possible shift of posi- 
tron. w 

Tbe appare n t shift was con- 
tained in statements made by 
Dr. Hanan Ashrawi, 
spokesperson of the Palesti-t 
man delegation to Madrid,- she 
sad Friday that there 
should not be a move towards 
the multilateral talks before 
“complete progress” was made 
On tiro Palestinian issue. 

Later Sunday, upon her re- 
turn from a visit to Egypt, Dr. 
Ashrawi implied that the 
Palestinians ought accept that 
die agenda proceeds as sche- 
duled ' provided the Arabs 
agree among each that no 
'agreement be signed until an 
issues are settled. .. 

“It is not a matter of t imin g 
hot of substance,” she told' 
rep o rter s in Amman. "There is 
a difference between attending 
and signing.” 

PLO officials said that Cairo 


has been pressurin g the PLO 
imd tiro P a lestinia n delegation 
not to heed the Syrian call. 

It will be further difficult for 
the PLO to heed the Syrian 
call; especially after the Gulf 
states declared that they were 
attending the regional talks.' 

Arab officials expect the 
Saudis to {day a key role in an 
attempt to dissuade Syria from 
boycotting the regional talks. 
But the officials say that Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad was very 
disconcerted that the Amer- 
ican assurances to Syria did not 
involve a dear reference to tiro 
need for Israefi withdrawal 
from tiro Golan Heighis. Tbey 
said that Mr. Assad was also 
upset ax the reported Amer- 
ican letter of assurances to 
Israel, which according to 
Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy, recognises the "strategic 
significance” of the Golan 
Heights' to Israel and which 
involved American readiness 
to guarantee tiro borders be- 
tween Israel and Syria. 

The PLO is exposed to be 
tom between tiro Syrian call — 
which is more consistent with 
tiro Palestinian demands — 
and a concern not to isolate 
itself during the negotiations, 
particularly that it has just 
been success fu l in breaking its 
isolation that it has suffered 
since tile Gulf, crisis. 

Furthermore, as its official 
admits, the FLO is in dire need 
for the resumption of financial 
aid from the Gulf states — a 
concern that applies at various 
levels to all of tiro Arab parties 
involved in the talks, giving 
Saudi Arabia a very influ e ntia l 
say in the talks. 

Therefore what the PLO and 
Jordan are expected to seek in 
a commitment by all die Arab 
parties that no final agreement 
wiD be signed before reaching 
a comprehensive resolution to 
all the disputes, especially tiro 
Palestinian problem. 

The Damascus declaration 
q nn tai m such an agreement, 
but it is not binding. 

To ensure that Israel will not 
try to get each Arab govern- 
ment id sgn separately, the 
Arab foreign mzmsters, who 
are leading their countries’ de- 
legations have agreed to main- 
tain continuous coordination 
throughout the talks. 

But, according to Arab 
poKtid&ns and analysts, the 
efficiency erf this planned nego- 
tiations will hinge on the 
coarse of inter- Arab relations. 
Although the Damascus meet- 
ing has succeeded in melting 
the ice. between many of tiro 
Arab parties involved, mis- 
trust, jwrtiy as a direct result of 
the Gulf war, prevails, the 
analysis points out. 


Fund 
allocates 
JD 1.2 
million 
to poor . 

AMMAN (Peru) — Abdullah 
Abu Ayyash, director of -the 
Development and - Employ- 
ment Rmd (DEF), said tiro 
fund had spent JD 1-2 mOfion 
during tiro last six months to 
finance projects in the agri- 
cultural, service and handicraft 
fields. 

In a statement to tbe Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, Dr. 
Aba Ayyash said tiro fund 
usually finances projects set up 
by individuals and societies. In 
doing so, tiro fund follows two 
methods — a direct one and 
indirect one. 

Under the direct method, 
the fund itself stu- 

dies aimed at evaluating tiro 
feaabffity of die projects prop- 
osed for . implementation. 
Based mi the findings of tiro 
evaluative studies, the fixnd 
provides tiro necessary funds. 

The second method is diffe- 
rent since it is carried out 
through intermediary institu- 
tions, who are well-known for 
their vast experience and out- 
reach. 

Under this method, tbe fund 
signs agreements with such in- 
stitutions. 

He pointed out that the fund 
had concluded agreements 
with the Agricultural Credit 
Corporation, (ACC), tiro In- 
dustrial Development Bank 
and the Vocational Training 
C o rporation. 

Under tiro agreement with 
the ACC, funds are made 
available to individuals in- 
cluded in tiro target group, that 
alhe beneficiary group. Fuads 
pf financing projects ‘in die 
agricultural, services and hand- 
icrafts sectors are channelled 
through the Industrial De- 
velopment Bank in coordina- 
tion with tiro Vocational Train- 
ing Corporation. 

Dr. Aim Ayyash said tiro 
fond gives up to JD 6,000 in 
loans to iQffividuals to finance 
income-generating projects 
payable over a period of seven 
yens with a two-year grace 
period. 

He- noted' that- tbe fund 
reaches tiro poor communities 
through the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies, the Noor 
A1 Hussein Foundation, tiro 
Queen Alia- Social Welfare 
Fkmd, and the Save the Chfl- 
dren Fond. 

In this regard. Dr. Abu. 
Ayyash said the fund gave 
loans worth JD 600,000 to help, 
cany oat income-generating 
projects in poor communities. 


Parliamentarian 
calls for 
improvements 
in schools 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Lower House 
of Parliament member Nayef A1 
Hadid has urged the Ministry of 
Education to set up a committee 
to study the condition of govern- 
ment schools in the southern 
Amman regions. 

La a message to Minister of 
Education Eid Dahiyat, Mr. 
Hadid said that the schools in 
some parts of southern Amman 
lack sanitary fatalities and other 
essentia] services as well as school 
yards for . ; children. He called 
on foe Ministry of Education to 
allocate funds to help solve the 
problems in southern Amman. 

Tbe House member also com- 
mented on a memorandum he 
had received from the minister of 
education about the school build- 
ings in a number of towns and 
viBages in areas south of Amman 
by saying that tbe buildings plan- 
ned for tbe region would not 
serve the purpose as they lack 
proper facilities and do not cater 
to tiro needs of the students. 


Ashrawi: Palestinians confident 
heading into negotiations 


AMMAN (Petra) — Spokes- 
person of the Palestinian de- 
legation to the Madrid peace 
conference Hanan Ashrawi 
Monday said that the majority 
of Palestinians support Palesti- 
nian participation in tbe peace 
conference. 

fra an interview with the 
weekly television programme 
“Encounter,” Dr. Ashrawi 
said it is tiro first time that tiro 
Palestinians f*ka tbe initiative 
and that the Palestinian identi- 
ty is recognised . international- 
ly. 

"We are going to the confer- 
ence with open hearts and 
piiwfa and wiD do our best to 
contribute to making the con- 
ference a success, she said. 

She noted that the Palesti- 
nian uprising was the natural 
outcome of a long and cumula- 
tive process of struggle and 
described it as a source of 
power and self-confidence. 

She pointed out that the 
international atmosphere is 



Hanan Ashrawi 

now very positive for the 
Palestinians because of the 
global focus on human rights 
and the determination to apply 
international legitimacy as 
embodied in U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 

Tbe Palestinians have every 


right to demand their rights 
and that international legitima- 
cy be applied to their cause, 
she said. She added that the 
American administration is se- 
rious in establishing peace in 
the region and likes to see 
peace and stability prevail in* 
this region. 

Dr. Ashrawi said that Israel 
is no longer the strategic ally of 
tiro United States, adding that 
it has become a strategic bur- 
den on America and is ex- 
hausting the American re- 
sources. She pointed out that 
Israel can no longer view itself 
as ah extension to the West 
and should, therefore, strive to 
fit in the region through 
achieving an understanding 
with the countries of tbe area. 

The Palestinian side is confi- 
dent that despite entering into 
negotiations concerning a tran- 
sitional period or autonomy, 
this will not be the end result, 
she said. 

The Palestinian ride has re- 


ceived guarantees that these 
are only transitional phases 
conducive to a final solution. 

"The absence of peace has 
cost us dearly and we are will- 
ing to pay the same price for 
establishing peace," she said. 

On tbe talks with the Jorda- 
nian government. Dr. Ashrawi 
said, “We have achieved 
tremendous achievements in 
our talks with the Jordanian 
government in terms of form- 
ing the joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation and en- 
suring political coordination.' 

She noted that the -Palesti- 
nian delegation also coordin- 
ated with the Egyptian side, 
which voiced preparedness to 
support the Palestinian delega- 
tion. 

She stressed the importance 
of inter-Arab coordination and 
noted in particular the import- 
ance of the meeting in Damas- 
cus last week of the foreign 
ministers of Arab countries 
bordering Israel. 


Papers call for greater 
freedom for Arab women 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Participants ■ 
in a five-day seminar on popula- 
tion, education and the role of 
Arab women Tuesday reviewed a 
working paper from Sudan deal- 
ing with tiro educational systems 
of that country, illiteracy rates, 
among Sudanese women, women 
in. employment and legislation on 
women’s participation in public 
life. 

The paper, submitted by Dr. 
Amneb A1 Badri, recommended 
that intensified public awareness 
and guidance programmes be en- 
gineered and that the conditions 
of rural women be improved. 

The paper urged universities to 
teach domestic science subjects 
and to allocate special budgets to 
finance women training program- 
mes. 

A working paper from Pales- 
tine reviewed Palestinian 
women’s contributions to the 
educational and economic sectors 
in Palestine. Tbe paper, submit- 
ted by Khadijeh Abu Ali, recom- 
mended that Geneva conventions 
concerning women be im- 
plemented in the occupied Arab 
territories. The researcher also 


called on non-governmental orga- 
nisations to .extend help to 
Palestinian women and to open 
the way for them to participate in 
regional and international semi- 
nars concerned with achieving 
parity in political rights between 
men and women. 

A paper from Algeria outlined 
the educational standards of the 
north African country, noting 
that the levels of illiteracy among 
rural women were extremely 
high> 

A wor king paper from Tunisia 
reviewed education standards 
among Tunisian women and 
programmes to eradicate ilfitera-^ 
cy. 

Papers from the United Arab 
Emirates and Egypt were re- 
viewed earlier outlining women’s 
participation in die national eco- 
. nooric, cultural and social activi- 
* ties. 

A total of 14 countries are 
represented at the meeting, 
which was organised by the re- 
gional office of the United Na- 
tions Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education. 


Medical society tackles 
handicapped disabilities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tie Jorda- 
man-Swedish Medical . Society 
'opened a three-day conference In 
Amman Tuesday under the title 
"Community-Based Rehabilita- 
tion,” focusing attention on the 
han dica p ped and means of deal- 
ing with disabilities. ' 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Health Minister Mamdouh 
Abbadi said that international 
studies have revealed that at least 
. seven per cent of Third World 
populations are h andicapped per- 
sons. 

The Health Ministry is currently' 
introducing measures 'aimed at 
improving primary health care 
and rehabilitation services 
through a national centre provid- 
ing physiotherapy at A1 Bashir 
Hospital, the minister said. 

• In the provinces, the Health 
Ministry, has set up special phy- 
siotherapy units at hospitals and 
health centres and provided suffi- 
cient numbers of qualified cadres 
to cany out tbe work, die minis-, 
ter added. 

Furthermore, he said, the 
ministry is involved in the imple- 
mentation of a rehabilitation pro- 
ject in conjunction with the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO). Tbe project,- initialed in 
1984, aims at extending rehabi- 
litation services to local com- 
munities, Dr. Abbadi said. He 
added that the Health Mnrirtiy was 
maintaining full cooperation with 
voluntary and charitable societies 
in Jordan offering care to hand- 
icapped people. 

The minister appealed to all 
non-governmental organisations 
and charitable and voluntary 
groups to contribute towards the 
rehabilitation of handicapped 
children and help the n ai n isti y ■ 
Carey out a national survey to 
determine the number of hand- 
people. in Jordan, 
lief Chamberlain Prince 
Raad BcnZeid, who is the 
Jordaman-Swedish Medical Soci- 
ety’s president, opened die ses- 
sions by noting that the ament 
meeting was tiro third of its Itind 

by tiro society after the 1988 
meeting in Amman and the 1989 
seminar in Sweden. He said that 
tiro society aims at providing the 
best care to handicapped chil- 
dren, drawing on the experience 
of its members in Jordan and 
Sweden. 


Among the other speakers at 
tiro opening session was Minister 
of Social Development Awni A1 
Bashir who ontlined his ministry’s 
contributions towards rehabilita- 
.tion services in tbe Kingdom. Tbe 
ministry has set up special educa- 
tion centres and schools and pro- 
vided qualified staff to 

carry out tbe required services, 
be said. 

Representatives of tiro Swedish 
Grown Prince Fund and tbe King 
and Queen of Sweden delivered 
addresses voicing hope that tbe 
meetings would yield fruitful re- 
sults and contribute to the im- 
provement of the handicapped 
people’s condition. . 

Accordng to Dr. Farouk Taher- 
A1 Khatib, tbe society’s secret- 
ary, the participants wQ) discuss a 
number of working paper pre- 
pared by a group of Swedish and 
Jordanian physicians. The pap- 
ers, be said, tackle types of dis- 
abilities in Jordan in general and 
Jordanian experiments in caring 
for h a n di c apped people. 

Nearly 50 per cent of tbe stu- 
dies ami research pape. were 
prepared by the Jordanian side, 
according to tiro organisers. ’ 


Official: International community 
failing to answer Jordan’s call for aid 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan’s urgent 
appeal for international aid to 
help resettle around 300,000 
returnees from Kuwait and 
other Gulf states has gone un- 
answered, according to an offi- 
cial at the Interior Ministry. 

Last week, Salameh Ham- 
mad, the chairman of the 
government-appointed Retur- 
nees Welfare Committee, 
issued an urgent appeal on 
behalf of the committee to 
international and humanitarian 
organisations as well as tbe 
United Nations and countries 
friendly to Jordan in order to 
help tbe Kingdom "confront 
this serious humanitarian issue 
of unprecedented propor- 
tions.” 

Between Aug. 6 and Oct. 
21, around 35,860 expatriates 
have returned from Kuwait, 
q»«H Mr. Hammad, who is also 
the secretary general of tbe 
Ministry of Interior. He added 
that he did not expect the 
number of expatriates to in- 
crease by the end of this year, 
bat stressed that the problem 
lies with helping those already 
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returnees has offered the 
needy whatever possible ser- 
vices it has received. Yet, Mr. 
Hammad said that the volume 
of aid offered through the com- 
mittee for the benefit of the 
returnees did not reach the 
level of real requirements of 
food and medicine that the 
majority needed on a daily 


SaJameh Hammad 


in the Kindom and those who 
came in with a small amount of 
money that has already been 
spent. 

"The problem of die expatri- 
ates is a continuous one. Many 
local charities are helping us by 
giving in kind .donations," 
Mr. Hammad said. "But tbe 
problem with this is many of 
these expatriates refuse to ask 
tbe charities for this kind of 
help because their dignity* Witt 
not allow them to." 

The committee established 
to relieve the plight of the 


According to Mr. Hammad, 
the committee operates on a 
two level emergency plan. The 
first level emergency plan aims 
at extending immediate help to 
the expatriates while the 
second establishes coordina- 
tion between tbe various char- 
ity organisations in different 
go v er norates and the beads of 
social development program- 
mes in those governorates. 

Mr. Hammad also said that 
the problem of incorporating 
and reintegrating the expatri- 
ates into society can be addres- 
sed through comprehensive 
programmes designed' to do 
that.- But,- he added, the King- 
dom^ does not have the finan- 
cial means to design such prog^ 
rammes and that is why it has 
repeatedly issued appeals for 
international aid. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Minister reviews youth activities Valley to be sprayed with insecticides 


AMMAN (Petra) — Youth Minister Saleh 
Iisbeidat Tuesday met in Fuheis City with heads 
of the sports dubs and municipal and rural 
councils in the govemorate in a meeting which 
was attended by Balqa Governor Faleb Ghar- 
aibeh. Dr. Irsheidat stressed the importance of 
holding such meetings in supporting youth and 
sports activities and in defining the needs of the 
youth. He said the government is keen to serve 
the youth sector and for this purpose has estab- 
lished a national fond for supporting the youth 
movement and sports activities. 

Poultry farmers request help 

AMMAN (Petra) — Agriculture Minister Subiri 
A1 Qasem Tuesday discussed with workers and 
"owners of poultry forms the problems they en- 
. counter as a result of the high costs of production 
inp ut s , fluctuation, of production and prices and 
■the absence of a government policy to organise 
the sector. The formers called for supporting the 
poultry sector and stressed the. need to set up- 
modern poultry forms and slaughter bouses by 
the private sector. They also called for floating 
prices of poultry, saying that the pricing of 
poultry by the government should take into 
consideration tbe high costs of production and 
the competition by imported frozen chicken. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Agriculture Depart- 
ment in the southern Jordan Valley region 
Trosday organised an insecticide spraying cam- 
paign in areas planted with vegetables. Depart- 
ment Director Jamil Jaafreh said the campaign . 
which will last for two days, will include the areas 
of Safi, Fife, AJ Mazraa and AJ Hadrtha. Tbe 
same campaign will be repeated four days later to 
ensure good results. 

Work of pharmacists’ praised 

IRBID (Petra) — Tie Faculty of Pharmacy at the 
Jordan University of Science and Technology 
Tuesday organised a seminar on “Pharmacy as a Profes- 
sion — Reafity and Aspirations,’'. in which Lower 
• House of Parliament members Abdul Raouf A1 
Rawabdeh and Ziad Abu Mahfouz took part. 
Mr. Rawabdeh compared between tbe pharma- 
cists’ work in the past and in the present and the 
role they play in preparing medicine in laborator- 
ies. He also reviewed tbe role of pharmaceutical 
industries in Jordan and commended the quality 
of their products. Mr Abu Mahfouz called for 
enhancing the relationship between faculties of 
pharmacy at Jordanian universities and drug- 
stores and emphasised the role of pharmacists m 
training students at these faculties. 



INVITATION FOR 
I OFFICE RENTAL 


The United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Western Asia (ESCWA) requires the rental of 
offices near its UTG Building in Al-Shmaisani, 
in accordance with tbe following specifications: 

1. Total area erf approximately 2500 square meters. 

2. Fully furnished for office use. 

3. Heating and airconditioning facilities. 

4. Internal and external telephone lines. 

5. Padring lot for up to 70 cars. 

Please contact ESCWA General Services Section at 
teh 694351, ext 107 j u . 

between 8*30 a.m and 2:30 p.m from Sunday through 
Thursday. 
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■: The olive branch 

JORDAN HAS cause to be both enthusiastic ami apprehen- 
' live at the start of the Madrid conference. Embroiled in the 
middle of the conflict, Jordan has since the 1967 war sought 
' fa achieve peace in tbe region. Hie Jordanian leadership has 
lobbied Arabs, Palestinians and super and regional powers 
'to press for the implementation of Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338. His Majesty King Hussein travelled to the 
four corners of the globe rallying leaders and nations to 
press for the convening of an international peace confer- 
ence. It is thus that Jordan looks at Madrid with hope. But 
’the country is also apprehensive because doling the post two 
decades all its efforts and the efforts of many peace-loving 
nations and leaders were aborted by the intransigence of the 
Israeli leaders. This country. has suffered over the years as a. 
result of tbe conflict. Since 1948, Jordan had to shoulder the 
harden of having to receive most of the Palestinian refugees 
. and to face the Arab Nation’s common enemy, Israel. At the 
mim time, tbe country had to face tremendous pressures — 
both internal and external, from foe as well as from friend 
and brother. 

; As the conference opens in Madrid today, many Jorda- 
nians pray for its success and dread its failure. For os in 
Jordan and for the world at large this will be a historical 
turning point. If the Madrid conference succeeded, the 
region win head for tranquility, prosperity and peace. If, 
God forbid, it failed, the area would slump into chaos that 
will ultimately lead to catastrophe and misery. 

; As King Hussein has repeated many times this could be 
the last opportunity for peace. Much of the credit for the 
Convening of the conference goes to the Americans; Presi- 
dent George Bush and Secretary of State James Baker in 
particular. Both men, especially Secretary Baker, have pot 
modi of their time and effort to dev aD the hurdles to 
Madrid. And much still depends on the Americans. Despite 
President Bash’s protestations that it is up to the an ta go ni sts 
to negotiate peace, the gulf between the Arabs on one side 
and die Israelis on the other is still very wide. The Arabs, 
after years of concessions, demand the return of the 
occupied territories and the realisation of Palestinian 
political rights. The Israelis say nay 'Co 'both demands. To 
move both sides towards a compromise would require even 
more arduous efforts by the Americans, the Soviets and tbe 
Europeans. 

■ It goes without saying that if this process failed, the 
Middle East would certainty head towards more violence 
apd bloodshed. The region in fact cannot afford a failure. 
This has been the contention of the Jordanian leadership. . 
1*. The Arabs, and the Israelis as well, stand to gain a gnat 
deal from the achievement of peace. For forty years tbe two 
parties fought and both lost in different ways in a bitter 
ffispnte that unless resolved peacefully will lead to catas- 
trophe. Both Arabs and Israelis dream of a region that. Eke 
Europe, would be an oasis of peace, tranquility and 
prosperity. This can only be attained through the demolition 
of all the barriers of hostility, fear and prejudice. For many 
years the Palestinians have been holding an dive branch on 
one hand and a gun cm the other. On Monday Jordanian 
and Palestinian negotiators arrived in Madrid, holding oflve 
branches. They chose to do so as a symbolic gesture that 
they intend to make peace. It is now up to the Israeli side to 
show the same Inclination. The Middle East is at a 
crossroads. The Arabs have chosen the path to peace. Will 
the Israelis do likewise? 


ARABIC PRESS COMMEWTARIES 

The Arabs are in Madrid for the sake of achieving the aspirations 
of tbe present and future generations to a tasting and honourable 
peace in the Middle East, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday. The 
paper said that peace is tbe dream of all people in die region and, 
should the negotiators succeed in their endeavour, it would be a 
victory for persons everywhere and a triumph for justice over evil. 
There can be no room for security or stability in this region tbe 
paper said, without a genuine peace based on justice and an end 
to terrorism and occupation. There must be a just settlement to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, which has caused so much suffering for 
so many people in the region, and Arab rights in Palestine have to 
be re-established and tbe homeland of the oppressed Palestinians 
should be restored to its lawful owners if a real peace is to be 
achieved, stressed the daily. The paper said that if peace is 
established, there will be gains for all parties and there will be 
hope for the future generations of this region. But, it added, 
should failure be the end of the negotiations, no one 'can predict 
the magnitude of the tragedies that await the people in the near or 
distant future. What the Arab masses hope to see, stressed the 
paper, js tbe implementation of international legitimacy because 
they look with hope towards the so-called new world order that 
has been advocated by the United States and is being peddled 
under the umbrella of the United Nations. 

' it seems that the unprecedented serious American position with 
regard to the achievement of peace in tbe Middle East has 
embarrassed Israel, which finds itself besieged on all fronts, said 
SawtAlSbaab daily Tuesday. The Israeli leadership now feels that 
their expansionist designs are jeopardised by the American 
administration’s stand, which is showing not only seriousness this 
tune, but also some kind of neutrality with regard to the 
implementation of U.N. Security Council resolutions, the paper 
said. Israel’s apprehensions, the paper said, stem from the fact 
that it has never before seen such an attitude on the part of tbe 
United States. Therefore, the paper said, one should not be 
surprised to hear Israeli officials launching an attack on U.S. 
policies which seem to be restricting Israel’s ambitions and 
containing its lust for expansion at the expense of Arab countries. 
The paper said there was no need for such apprehension on the 
part of Israel, which realised all along that the idea at the peace 
conference had always been to implement U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. 


Spain brings Arabs, Jews together 
500 years after ejecting them 


By Francesca Gee 

Renter 

MADRID — Five centuries ago, 
a triumphant Roman Catholic 
Spain ruthlessly expelled Muslims 
and Jews who lived peacefully 
ride by side under a'great Moor- 
ish culture. 

As host to historic Middle East 
peace talks opening on Wednes- 
day, Spain now hopes to provide 
the setting for reconciling the two 
peoples it once drove out. 

The very name of the Spanish 
capital where Israeli and Arab 
delegates will try to end a bloody 
43-year conflict comes from the 
Arabic Madjirith, as its Moorish 
rulers once called it. 

Spain has long had privileged 
links with the Arab World. 

Its relations with Israel, by 


contrast, have improved only re- 
cently. A deep-rooted mistrust 
between General Francisco Fran- 
co and the Jewish state prevented 
the two countries edging closer 
until after the dictator’s death in 
1975. 

Diplomatic relations were 
established only five years ago by 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez, 
who, in a delicate balancing act, 
granted official status to a PLO 
office soon afterwards. 

Spanish involvement in the 
search for Middle East peace 
goes back many years, however. 

As early as 1955, American 
Jewish leaders asked Gen. Fran- 
co if be would act as mediator 
between Israel and its Arab foes. 
Gen. Franco said he would if the 
Arabs asked him. The scheme 
went nowhere. 


In 1980, King Juan Carlos 
offered to use his ties with moder- 
ate Arab leaders to promote Mid- 
dle East peace in exchange for a 
U.S. promise to help Spain gam 
early entry to NATO. Under Mr. 
Gonzalez, Spain has called repe- 
atedly for peace talks. 

Jewish culture flourished under 
Muslim rate m mediaeval Spain, 
producing giants of literature and 
philosophy such as MaimOnides 
and Solomon Ibn GabiroL 

Toledo, where Christians, 
Muslims and Jews lived together 
in peace, was once called the 
Jerusalem of tbe West for its 
mosques, churches and synago- 
gues. 

During that golden age, Jews in 
Spain were physicians, scholars 
and translators. They also played 
a prominent role in banking and 


commerce, and some historians 
attribute Spain's economic de- 
cline from the 16th century to tbe 
expulsion of Jews. 

The “Catholic monarchs” Fer- 
dinand and Isabella told them to 
convert to Qmstiahity or leave in 
1492, when the last Arabs were 
driven from their Alhambra for- 
tress in southern Spain. 

An estimated two-thirds of 
Siam’s 400,000 Jews fled, mostly 
to Turkey and North Africa, to 
form the Sephardic community. 

Many still speak Ladino, a 
medieval Spanish, and some 
families have kept to this day the 
keys of their homes in Spain — 
Sepharad in Hebrew — in the 
hope of coming back. 

The expulsion decree was re- 
pealed only in 1968, although 
Jews started trickling back to 


Spain during World War n to 
form a 12,000-stiong community. 

A 1982 law granted Spanish 
nationality to descendents of the 
Jews expelled in 1492. A few 
thousands, mostly from North 
Africa, have taken the opportun- 
ity to return to Spain. 

Arabs have also come back to 
the land they once called A1 
Andalus and which was the main 
Arab outpost in Europe. Using 
oil money, they have been buying 
real estate all over Spain. 

A- mosque opened 10 years ago 
by Saudi King FahdL tbe first to 
be built in Spain in five centuries, 
symbolised a revival of Arab in- 
flaecct on (be Costa Del Sol, whose 
plush MarbeQa resort has become 
a favourite playground for weal- 
thy Gulf Arabs. 

King Fahd and his brothers 


have built marble palaces in Mar- 
beQa facing Africa, where the 
Moorish conquerors came from, j 
T he region of Andalusia stiH 
has such relics of Islamic crofas- 
tion as the Alhambra, a fine 
example of old Mooriih 
architecture, or the Great Mos- 
que in Cordoba, now a cathedral 
Arab influence can also be ." 
found in Flamenco singing and 
the boraeshoe arch and enclosed 
patios of Andalusian buddings. *■ 

But modem Spain has not had 
the influx of migrant workers 
from Islamic countries experi- 
enced by some of its West Euro- 
pean neighbours. .* 

Spain’s Muslim population is 
estimated at 200,000, mostly in its ]■'.* 

North African enclaves of Ceuta \ 
and Melilla, compared with three \ 

million in France. 


Israelis and Arabs meet in 
Madrid with differing agendas 


MADRID (R) — Israel and its 
Arab foes meet across tbe Middle 
East peace co n ference table with 
widely differing agendas. Follow- 
ing is a list of the objectives of the 

delegations. 

Isaelis: 

The last to agree to attend the 
peace talks, Israel: 

— Wants the peace conference 
to be a brief ceremonial opening 
leading to die one-on-one talks it 
has always wanted with the 
Arabs. 

— Hopes ultimately to sign 
peace treaties with Syria, Jordan 
and Lebanon, its immediate 
neighbours, recognising its right 
to exist. 

— Opposes the creation of a 
Palestinian state or the return of 
Palestinian refugees. 

— Opposes U.S. and U.N. 
demands Israel ultimately cede 
land it occupied in tbe 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. 

— Says it wants to grant 
Palestinians of tbe occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip interim self- 
rule as envisaged in the 1978 
Camp David peace accords Israel 
signed with Egypt but adds that 
the status of Arab East Jeru- 
salem, annexed by Israel after the 
war, is not negotiable. 

— Suggests Israelis and Arabs 
will have to negotiate an unspeci- 
fied permanent solution on the 
future of the occupied lands. 

— Hopes to conclude regional 
agreements in planned multflater- 
al talks with Arab states on such 
issues as arms control and water. 

Palestinians: 

Nearly four years into their 
uprising of stones and strikes, 
Palestinians: 


— Want an independent state 
including tbe West Bank and 
Gaza Strip with its capital Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

— Hope the peace conference 
will bring about an end to Israel’s 
24-year-old occupation of ttaeir. 
land. 

— Want Israel to hah Jewish 
settlement in occupied territories 
while peace talks go on. 

— WD1 accept self-rule for a. 
period of up to five years pro- 
vided they control land and water 
resources legislation during this 
interim period. 

— May accept a confederation 
with Jordan but prefer a decision 
be delayed until after a Palesti- 
nian state is established. 

— Are likely to raise tbe issue 
of the right to return for some 2.5 
million Palestinians who have 
sought refuge in Arab countries 
since the 1948 Arab-Israeli war. 

— Want Israeli goodwill ges- 
tures that would include the re- 
lease of nearly 10,000 Palestinian 
prisoners, removing soldiers from 
the streets, ending arbitrary tax 
raids and freedom of movement, 
travel and political activity. 

Syrians: 

— Want Israel to withdraw from 
all Arab territories. Occupied in 
1967 inducting the Golan Heights 
and East Jerusalem. 

— Would not accept the return 
of the Golan Heights without a 
solution to the Palestinian 
problem. 

— " Want Israel to withdraw 
from southern Lebanon but has 
agreed with Beirut that this - 
should be tackled as a separate 
issue at the Madrid talks. 

— Rule out multilateral talks 
on secondary issues until Israel 


agrees to withdraw from Arab 
lands. 

Jordanians: 

Attending in a joint delegation 
with tire Palestinians, Jordan: 

— Will use the conference to 
demand an Israeli pullout from 
the occupied territories including 
East Jerusalem. The Kingdom 
has tbe largest concentration of I 
Palestinians outside the lemtor- 1 
res. Most fled after tbe 1948 and 
1967 wars. 

— Wants a halt to Israeli settle- 
ments in the territories. 

— Seeks progress on an Israeli 
withdrawal to help tackle one of 
its main concerns — water. The 
Kingdom has a perpetual water 
shortage and needs agreement 
with Israel on joint pr o j ects and* 
on supplies shared by East and 
West Bank. 

Lebanese: 

Seeking to extend government 
control over all its territory, . 
Lebanon: 

— Wants an immediate and 
unconditional Israeli withdrawal 7 
from the south where aboutl;000~ 
Israeli troops and an allied militia 
hold a 15-kflometre deep “secur- 
ity zone” set op in 1985. 

— Demands that the Israeli 
withdrawal is treated separately 
from all other Arab-Israeli prob- 
lems to prevent it becoming bog- 
ged down until everything is 
solved, 

— Says Lebanese army will 
take control of the south once 
^Israeli troops leave and will stop 
guerrilla attacks against Israel. 

— Rules out multilateral talks 
on secondary issues until Israel 
yields on the main question of 
withdrawing from occupied land. 


No precedents to 
guide Mideast 
peace negotiators 


MADRID — Will they shake 
hands or won’t they.' 

Odds axe they won’t. But that 
is only one of many uncertainties 
in this week’s unique attempt to 
end four decades of Middle East 
bloodshed at a superpower-spon- 
sored conference in Madrid. 

There is no precedent to guide 
the protagonists to tins parley, 
and given the depth of mistrust 
and loathing in the Arab- Israeli 
conflict, procedure could be 
almost as hard to agree on as 
substance. 

The only previous international 
conference on Arab-Israeli peace 
was stUl-boni in Geneva in De- 
cember 1973, Syria did not show 
up, Egypt and Jordan refused to 
.sit, at the same-taMeas Israel. The 
talks adjourned after a ceremo- 
nial opening;’ 

i r : Mindful ' of history in hisdog~ 
ged quest to drag Israel and its 
neighbours to foe negotiating 
table, U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker designed a process 
with as few details as possible. 

Barring last minute boycotts or 
walkouts, representatives of tbe 
United States, tbe Soviet Union, 
Israel, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan 
and the Palestinians will sit at tbe 
same table for three days, with 
tiie U.N., Egypt, the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council, die Maghreb 
Union and the European Com- 
munity attending as observers. 


By Pool Taylor 

Renter 


In tins age of megaphone di- 
plomacy, tbe conference will be 
televised live. 

It is a far cry from the seclusion 
in which Egypt and Israel negoti- 
ated their 1979 peace treaty in the 
log cabins of toe U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter’s Camp David re- 
treat. 

There win be no anthems, flags 
or country names, to avoid Israel 
taking nnbrage at tbe word 
“Palestine.” Even the shape of 
tiie table is still unknown. 

Photographers allowed to enter 
toe chilly, marble- columned 
salon in the neo-classical Palado 
Real where the talks wfll be held 
found it empty on Monday. 

U.S. President George Bush 
and Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, tiie sponsors, and 
Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez, the host, wfll deliver 
opening addresses on 
Wednesday. 

Then the heads of delegations 
are due to speak. Mr. Baker said 
die United States will lay down 
tiie order of speakers, time limits 
and pro ce dure when the meeting 
starts and he expects all parties to 
abide by the rules. 

Bat jousting is already under 
way. Israel demands that tbe 
Jordanians and Palestinians, who 
form a joint delegation, be res- 
tricted to a single speech-time. 
And it threatens to walk out if the 
Palestinians declare their alle- 


giance to the FLO. 

On Sunday, bilateral Arab- 
Israeli negotiations are doe to 
open at separate locations, stiB to 
be agreed, around Madrid. What 
happens after that is anyone’s 


It seems hi ghl y unlikely that 
most Arab delegates wffl shake 
hands with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, the only head of 
government to lead his country’s 
delegation. 

Asked this month whether be 
would shake tiie hand of his 
Israeli counterpart, Syrian Fore- 
ign Minister Faronq A1 Sham 
said: “I will tell yon frankly, no. 
Simply because this very hand... 
thatyou would Hke me to shake is 
very -guilty. It’s a hand which 
occupies our lands, ignores tbe 
Palestinian national rights and 
fot-toc last decades we have been 
suffering from this constant 
occupation and tiie Palestinians 
in tiie occupied territories have 
been suffering from constant rep- 
ression.” 

Mr. Baker, sitting beside Mr. 
Sharaa, said topknuaticalty: “The 
handshakes come later in tbe 
process.” 

But win Mr. Shamir extend his 
hand for shaking? 

His spokesman, Ehud Go!, 
squeezed a propaganda point 
from the answer “We always 
offer our hand for peace.” 


Middle East, cauldron of conflict for four decades 


MADRID (R) — The Middle 
East has been a cauldron of con- 
flict since the birth of Israel in 
1948. 

It has taken 43 years, nearly 
two decades of U.S. shuttle di- 
plomacy, five wars involving the 
Jewish state and a sixth between 
Iraq and a Western-led alliance to 
bring ‘Arabs and Israelis to the 
Madrid peace conference. 

Here is a chronology of key 
events: 

1897 — Tbe first world Zionist 
Congress, convened in Basle by 
Theodor Herzl, sets the aim of 
creating a home in Palestine for 
Jews. 

1917 — British Foreign Secret- 
ary Arthur Balfour, in Balfour 
Declaration, tells Zionist leader 
Lord Rothschild that Britain will 
help establish a Jewish homeland 
in Palestine. Five years later tbe 
League of Nations gives Britain a 
mandate over Palestine, recognis- 
ing toe aims of the Zionist move- 
ment. 

1922-1947 — Hundreds of 
thousands of Jews, many of them 
fugitives from Nazi persecution, 
settle in Palestine, stolring Arab 
fears that tbe intention is to drive 
Arabs out. 

1947 — United Nations recom- 
mends the partition of Palestine 
into a Jewish and an Arab state. 

May 1948 — With tbe with- 
drawal of British troops, Jewish 
settlers proclaim the independent 
state of Israel. War breaks out 
with Arab neighbours, Israel 
annexes large tracts of proposed 
Arab state. Only the West Bank 
(under Jordanian administration), 
and the Gaza Strip (under Egyp- 
tian administration) remain In 
Arab hands. 

1956 — - Egypt’s President 
Gamal Abdul Nasser nationalises 
Suez Canal. Israel attacks Shwi 
Peninsula on Oct 29, pushes 


towards Canal. Anglo-French 
troops invade Egypt, w it hdra w 
under U.S. pressure. 

1964 — Arab states create the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) as nationalist move- 
ment. Yasser Arafat's movement 
Fateh carries out its first opera- 
tion against Israel the following 
year. 

June 1967 — Israel attacks 
Egypt, Syria and Jordan in what 
it says is a preemptive strike. In a 
six-day war, Israel captures Sinai 
Peninsula and Gaza Strip from 
Egypt, Golan Heights from Syria, 
and West Bank and East Jeru- 
salem from Jordan. 

Nov. 1967 — U.N. Security 
Council passes Resolution 242, 
calling for Israeli withdrawal, rec- 
ognition of all states in tbe area 
and a just settlement of refugee 
problem. 

1969 — - Fateh, its popularity 
boosted by guerrilla attacks on 
Israel, takes co n t r ol of PLO and 
Mr. Arafat becomes PLO chair- 
man, a post be still bolds. 

1970 — Increasing strength of 
guerrilla groups in Jordan and 
succession of plane hijackings de- 





cause lead to conflict with tbe 
Jordanian army. Army wins, 
guerrillas take refuge in Leba- 
non. 

Oct. 6, 1973 — Egypt and Syria 
attack Israeli forces in Sinai and 
Golan Heights on tbe Jewish fast 
of Yom Kipporwith intention of 
regaining occupied terri to ry. Tbe 
war is inrondiisive. 

Oct. 22, 1973— U.N. Security 
Council passes Resolution 338 
calling for a ceasefire, imple- 
mentation of Resolution 242 and 
immediate negotiations “under 
ap pro pr iate a u spices" to establish 
a just and lasting Middle East 
peace. 

1974 — Arab states recognise 
PLO as sole legitimate repre- 


[M.KAHH- 

sentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

1977 — Egypt’s President 
Anwar Sadat goes to Jerusalem in a, 
dramatic peace bkL Other Arabs 
denounce him as a traitor. 

Sept. 1978 — Egypt, Israel and 
the United States sign Camp 
David accords, offering limited 
autonomy to Palestinians in occu- 
pied territories. Israel continues 
to refuse to deal with PLO and 
PLO rejects autonomy. 

1979 — Israel and Egypt sign a 
peace treaty in Washington under 
which Israel agrees to hand back 
toe Sinai Peninsula to Egypt. It . 
keeps tbe Gaza Strip. Arab states 
imposes boycott on Egypt. 

1980 — European Community, 
in Venice Declaration, says PLO 
must be associated with any Mid- 
dle East peace negotiations. 

June 1982 — Israel invades 
Lebanon to drive out Palestinian 
guerrillas threatening its northern 
border, besieges Beirut. Mr. Ara- 
fat and followers forced to dis- 
perse through Arab World 

Nov. 1962 — Arab s u mmi t in 
Fez gives implicit recognition of 
Israel by demanding wi th dra wal 
only from territories occupied in 
1967. 

1983 — Syrian-backed rebel- 


lion against Mr. Arafat breaks 
out in ranks of Fateh in eastern 
Lebanon. Mr. Arafat and suppor- 
ters forced to leave Lebanon for 
second time. Episode sours rela- 
tions between Mr. Arafat and 
Syrian government. 

Dec. 1987 — Palestinian upris- 
ing — the intifada — against 
Israeli rule starts in West flank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Nov. 1988 — Palestine Nation- 
al Council declares a Palestinian' 
state and implicitly recognises 
Israel by endorsing U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242, 

Dec. 1988 — Mr. Arafat recog- 
nises Israel's right to csxfat and 
renou nc es te rro ris m , leading to 
the first formal contacts between 
the FLO and the United States in 
13 yean. 

May 1989 — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir presents 
a four-point plan based on bokl- 
ing elections iri the occupied terri- 
tories. It roles out talks with the 
PLO and an Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. It calls for an end to toe 
state of war between Israel and 
Arab states and an end to toe 
Arab boycott of Israel. 

Sept. 1989 — Egypt seeks 
assurances on 10 points in the 


Shamir plan and offers to boot 
preliminary discussions between 
Israeli and Palestinian repre- 
sentatives. 

Oct. 1989 — U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker presents a 
five-point plan, a synthesis of toe 
Israeli and Egyptian ideas aimed 
at a tripartite Israel-U.S.- 
Egyptian meeting to set np 
Isradi-Palestinian talks. 

March 1990 — Mr. Sh amir 
loses parliamentary no- 
, confidence vote called by Labour 
Party which bolted a unity gov- 
ernment over Mr. Siamir’s refus- 
al to accept Mr. Baker’s plan. 

_ June 1990 — Mr. Shamir forms 
right-wing coalition government 
and rejects the Baker plan. U.S. 
suspends dialogue with the FLO 
after failed raid against Israel by a 
PLO faction in May. 

Aug. 1990 — Iraq invades 
Kuwait. Mr. Arafat alienates 
West by expressing support for 
President Saddam Hussein. 

March 1991 — U.S. President 
Bush says Gulf war victory opens 
“window of opportunity” for re- 
solution of Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Mr. Baker to Middle East on fim 
of eight post-Gulf war peace mis* 


proposals for Middle East confer- 
ence by end of October to Jeru- 
salem from Bush-Gorbachev 
Moscow summit. Mr. Shamir 
agrees to attend as kmg as issue 
of who represents Palestinians is 
settled. 

Sept 1991 — Mr. Bush infuri- 
ates Israelis by raging 120-day 
delay on request for $10 bfltion in 
loan guarantees to keep peace 
talks on track, threatening to veto 
any congressional action. Mr. 
Shamir says delay might affect 
Israel’s participation. 

Mr. Baker returns to Jeru- 
salem, drafts letters of assurances 
to Israelis and Palestinians 
at coaxing them to peace talks, 
offers compromise plan to settle 
loan guarantees row. Heads 
home from Damascus after 
seventh mission with conference 
still in balance. 

Mr. Arafat says he ready to lift 
obstacles to peace tuiw 

Oct 14-19 — Mr. Baker on 
eighth mission calls on Palesti*. 
mans not to miss peace bus. FIX) 

Central Council votes m favour of 
conference. Mr. Baker crowns 
right months of dqtiomacywith 
invitations to Israel and Arab 




A pril 19 91 — Mr. Baker makes 
two trips, seeks support for re- 
gional peace talks. Arabs and 
Israelis divided over U.N. role 
and scope of conference. 

May. 1991 — Mr. Baker makes 
fourth trip, says there are more 


Oct. 30. 

Oct. 20 — Israeli cabinet rays 
yes to U.S.-Soviet-sponsdctd'. 
peace conference after Syria, Jo*- ! 

dan 1 -J ■ - ■ 


meat Mr. Bush proposes ban oa 
weapons of mass destruction in 
Middle East. 

fofr 1991 — Syria accepts U.S. 


a suem 

U.N. role m peace talks. Mr. 
Baker returns to Middle 
Arabsjjffer to suspend economic 
boycott if Israelis end settlement 
of occupied land. 

Aug. 1991-Mr. Baker dries 


- 1 

Egypt, the six Gulf Arab state* 
five North African states "and the 
European Co mmun ity to attthd 
as observers. ■' >; =' 

Oct. 22 — — Palwt Hnim t . jUfflt 
14-strong team for talks am! 
seven-member group.. to adris* 
from behind the ***y**- 
Oct. 23 — Mr. Shamir toys fa 
win lead Israeli dekpioo-tc 


erale foreign minister. • . 

Oct. 25 — Israel ssKspurti 
talks team dominated by frwb* 


,T r;*r. 
% * V > 




S. - •• 
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Profiles of the Jordanian-Palestinian delegation 
participating at the Madrid peace conference: 


The Jordanian delegates: 


‘■1* 


. ’ *■" '«:■ Name and Age: Dr. Kamel Abu 

• _ > ; ^^Jaber, 59 

v , : ! Head of the joint delegation and 

‘ ■ 4v.; : &>' member of the Jordanian delega- 
- • ■, ,[ tion. 

. * > Bom: Salt, Jordan 

>iV Current post: Minister of Foreign 
: .'^ Affairs. 

. l ‘t-; ? Education: Ph.D., Political Sci- 
. ^ ence, Syracuse University. U.S. 

Former dean. Faculty of Econo- . 
nrics and Commerce, University 
of Jordan; former director. Uni- 
versity of Jordan Centre for 
Strategic Studies; former minister 
pf national economy. 


Damascus University, Syria. 
Former Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan's ambassador to Tunisia. 


-- . -ss 
<■ 




■J* 


to 


t 


. Name and Age: Dr. Abdul Sal am 
" Atallah Majati, 66. 

' Bom: Karak, Jordan . 

Current Post: Advisor. Jordan 
University for Women. 
Education: M.D.. Medical Col- 
lege, Syrian University, Damas- 
cus, Syria. Former President, 
University of Jordan;, former 
Minister of Health; former Minis- 
ter of Education; former Minister 
‘of State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs. 


Name and Age: Dr. Mohammad 
A. A1 Adwan, 48 
Bom: South Shuneh, Jordan 
Current Post: The Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan's ambassador 
to the USSR, and non-resident 
ambassador to Poland and Fin- 
land. 

Education: Ph-D.. Political Sci- 
ence, University of Colorado, 
US. 

Former Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan’s ambassador to Spun; 
former Director of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor A1 Hussein’s Office; 
former vice president. Jordan 
Valley. Authority. 


Name and Age: Dr. Adnan M. 
A1 Bakhit, 50 
Born: Mahes. Jordan 
Current Post Vice President for 
Humanities, University of Jordan 
Education: Ph.D.. Islamic Hisr 
tory. School of Oriental and Afri- 
can Studies. University of Lon- 
don, England 

Professor of History. University 
of Jordan (1978-present). 


rs 


Name and Age: Mr. Anwar At 
Khatib, 74 

Bom: Hebron, West Bank 
Current Post: Retired lawyer 
Education: Licence de Droit. 
Law School of Jerusalem 
Fbrmer mayor of Jerusalem: for- 
mer president. Higher Islamic 
Council; thrice Minister of 
National Economy. 


Name and age: Mr. Fonad N. 
Ayoub. 47 

Bom: Amman, Jordan 
Current Post: Appointed the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan’s 
ambassador to the Court of St. 
James. 

Education: M.A., Philosophy. 
California State University at San 
Franciscan, U.S. 

Former press secretary to His 
Majesty King Hussein Bin Talal. 


Name and Age: Dr. Mohammad 
Bani-Hani, 53 
Bom: Irbid. Jordan 
Current Post: Secretary General. 
Ministry of Municipalities. Rural 
Affairs and Environment 
Education: Ph.D. Hydraulic En- 
gineering, Belgrade University, 
Yugoslavia 

Former Secretary Genera! of the 
Jordan Valley Authority. 


Abdul A1 Shafi, 72 
Head of the Palestinian delega- 
tion 

Bom: Gaza 

Current Post: Medical doctor and 
president, Palestine Red Cres- 
cent 

Education: M.D., American Uni- 
versity of Beirut, "Lebanon 
Former speaker of the Palestinian 
Parliament while Gaza was under 
Egyptian rale (1949-1967). 
Expelled from Gaza by the Israeli 
occupation authorities for politic- 
al activities. 


Current Post: Professor of Phy- 
sics, Bir Zeit University, West 
Bank 

Education: Ph.D., Physics, 
American University of Beirut, 
Lebanon. . 

Former vice president. Academic 
Affairs, Bir Zeit University. 


Name and Age: Mr. A wad Khal- 
s* di, 59 

- -7! Bora: AI Khaldyeh, Jordan 

Current Post: The Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan’s ambassador 
7 .,.' to foe Republic of France. 

" ' Education: Graduate of the 
Royal College of Defence Stu- 
■- f 7 dies, England. Former Hashe- 
mite Kingdom of Jordan’s ambas- 
.77 sador to Greece. 


Name and Age: Major-General 
Abdal Hafiz Marei. 55 
Bom: Madaba, Jordan ■ 

Current Post: Deputy Chief of 
Staff, for Intelligence. Jordan 
Armed Forces 

Education: M.Sc.. Military Scien- 
ce, Royal College of Defence 
Studies, England; graduate of the • 
Royal Military Academy. Jordan. 
In 1962, awarded the Medal of 
Gallantry, Jordan's highest de- 
claration for heroism' in battle. 


Name and Age: Mr. Awn Kha- 
sawneh, 41 

Bom: Amman, Jordan 
Current Post: Legal advisor to 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan 

Education: M.A./L.L.B. Interna- 
tional Law, Cambridge Universi- 
ty, England 

Member, United Nations Inter- 
national Law Committee: mem- 
ber, United Nations Subcommit- 
tee for the Protection of Minor- 
ities and-the Prevention of Discri- 
mination. 


Name and Age: Dr. Zakaria 
Agha, 49 
Bora: Gaza 

Current Post: Medical doctor. 
Head of Internal Medicine, Ahli 
Hospital, Gaza 

Education: M.D., Internal Medi- 
cine, University of Cairo. Egypt. 
President, Gaza Medical Associa- 
tion. 

Prohibited, by die Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities, from travelling 
out of foe occupied territories for 
nine years. 


Name and Age: Professor G has- 
san AJ Khatib, 36 
Bora: Nablus, West Bank 
Current Post: Professor of Eco- 
nomics, Bir Zeit University, West 
Bank. . 

Education: M.A., Economic De- 
velopment, University of Man- 
chester, England. 

Owner of the Jerusalem-based 
Press Communications Centre. 
Imprisoned by the Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities in 1979 for one 
month, for political activities. 


Current Post: Lecturer, AI Najah 
University, West Bank. 
Education: M.Sc., Science Educa- 
tion, AI Najah University, West 
Bank. 

A renowned jpoet and writer 
Member, Palestinian Writers Un- 
ion and Palestinian Teachers 
Union. 


U.S. 

Member, Palestinian delegation 
that held preparatory talks (re: 
foe Middle East peace confer- 
ence) with U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker. 


Name and Age: Mustapha Nat- 
sbeh, 52 

Bom: Hebron, West Bank. 
Current Post: ChrO engineer 
Education: B.Sc., Civil Engineer- 
ing, University of Cairo, Egypt 
Framer mayor of Hebron. 


Name and Age: Mr. Freh Abu 
Meddin, 47 
Born: Gaza 

Current Post: lawyer and presi- 
dent, Gaza Bar Association. 
Education: Licence de Droit, 
University of Alexandria, Egypt. 
Member, Higher Council of 
Education. Gaza. 


Name and Age: Dr. Saeb Erekat, 
36 

Born: Abu Dis, Jerusalem 
Current Post: Professor of Poli- 
tical Science, AI Najah Universi- 
ty, West Bank. 

Education: Ph.D.. International 
Relations, Bradford University, 
England. Editorial writer for the 
Palestinian Arabic daily news- 
paper AI Quds. 


Name and Age: Dr. Nabil 
Jaaberi, 43 

Born: Hebron, West Bank 
Current Post: Dentist & presi- 
dent of foe Hebron University 
Board of Trustees. 

Education: D.Ds, University of 
London, England. 


Name and Age: Ms. Znhaira 
Kamal, 46 

Current Post: President of foe, 
Palestinian Federation of 
Women's Action Committees. 
Education: B.Sc., Physics, Ain 
Shansi University, Cairo. 
Former teacher, UNRWA 
Teachers College, Ramallah, 
West Bank. 

Prohibited, by the Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities, from travelling 
out of the occupied territories for 
four years. 


ence, Oxford University, Eng- 
land. 

Former faculty member, Amer- . 
ican University of Beirut, Leba- 
non; former faculty member,; 
Columbia University, New York 
and George Town University, 
Washington D.C. 


Name and Age: Mr. Kameel 
Mansour, 50 

Current Post: Researcher at the 
Institute for Palestine Studies,' 
Beirut, Lebanon. 


' Name and Age: Mr. Talal Has- 
san, 52 

‘ Born: Irbid, Jordan 

Current’ Post: The Hashemite 
-- :7 Kingdom of Jordan's ambassador 
; i to the Kingdom of Belgium. 

. Education: Licence de Droit, 


Name and Age: Professor Walid 
Khalidi. 66 
Born: Jerusalem 
Current Po6t: Senior research fel- 
low, Centre for Middle Eastern 
Studies, Harvard University 
Education: Graduate of Universi- 
ty of London and Oxford Uni- 
versity, England: former lecturer. 
Oxford University; a founding 
member of foe Institute of Pales- 
tine Studies; co-founder of foe 
Royal Scientific Society of Jor- 
dan. 


Name and Age: Dr. Musa 
Breizat, 41 - 
Born: Madaba, Jordan 
Current Post: Political Advisor to 
the Royal Hashemite Court 
Education: Ph.D., Political Sci- 
ence, New York University, U.S. 
Former officer at Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

Name and Age: Dr. Ghassan AI 

Jundi. 37 

Amman-Jordan 

Current Post: Associate profes- 
sor, Faculty of Law. University of 
Jordan 

Education: Ph.D.. Law, Uni- 
versity of Social Sciences, Greno- 
ble. France. Former advisor. 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

The Palestinian delegates 


Name and Age: Dr. Abdul Rah- 
man H^unad, 45 
Bora: Beit Hanun, Gaza 
Current Post: Dean, School of 
Engineering, Bir Zeit University, 
West Bank. 

Education: Ph.D., Electrical En- 
gineering, University of Wiscon- 
sin, U.S. 


Name and Age: Dr. Samir 
Abdullah, 41 

Bora: Abo Qasb, Ramallah, 
West Bank. 

Current Post: Lecturer, Econo- 
mics, AI Najah University West 
Bank. 

Education: Ph.D.. Economics, 
University of Prague, Czechoslo- 
vakia. Secretary of the Arab 
Thought Forum, Jerusalem. 


Name and Age: Dr. Mahmoud 
Aker, 47 

Born: Nablus, West Bank 
Current Post: Surgeon 
Education: M.D., Royal College 
of Surgeons. University of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland. 

Member, Board of Trustees, 
Palestinian Human Rights In- 
formation Centre. 


Name and Age: Dr. Rashid Kha- 
lidi. 43 

Current Post: Associate profes- 
sor, Modern Middle East History 
and Director, Centre* for Middle 
Eastern Studies, University of 
Chicago, U.S. 

Education: Ph.D., Political Sd- 


Name and Age: Dr. Sari Nus- 
seibeh, 42 

Current Post: Professor of Phi- 
losophy at the University of Bir 
Zeit, West Bank. 

Education: Ph.D., Dslmnic Phi- 
losophy, Harvard University 
Imprisoned by the Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities for six months for 
political activities. 


Name and Age: Mr. Anis AI 
Qassem, 60 

Current Post: Palestinian lawyer 
residing in London. 


The Pales tinian Guidance 
Committee 


Name and Age: Mr. Elias Freij. 
71 

Bom: Bethlehem, West Bank 
Current Post: Mayor of Beth- 
lehem (since 1972). 

Education: Graduate of Zion 
High School, Jerusalem. 

Former Chairman. Bethlehem 
Chamber of Commerce. 


Name and Age: Mr. Sameh Ka- 
nsan, 38 

Bom: Nablus, West Bank. 
Current Post: Businessman, Nab- 
lus Chamber of Commerce. West 
Bank. 

Education: Graduate of 
Salhiyyeh High School, Nablus, 
West Bank. Imprisoned by foe 
Israeli occupation authorities for 
12 years for political activities. 


Name and Age: Mr. Faisal Hus- 
seini, 50 

Head of Pales tinian Guidance 
Committee 

Current Post: President, Arab 
Studies Society, Jerusalem 
Education: Post graduate studies. 
History Department, University 
of Beirut, Lebanon. 

Member, Palestinian delegation 
that held preparatory talks (re: 
the Middle East peace confer- 
ence) with U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker. 


Name ancf Age: Dr. Haidar 


Name and Age: Professor Nabil 
Oasis, 44 

Bom: Ramallah, West Bank. 


Name and Age: Mr. Sami Kla- 
ra, 42 

Bom: Yabad-Jenm, West Bank. 


Name and Age: Dr. Hanan 
Ashrawi, 45 

Current Post: Professor, English 
Literature, University of Bir 
Zeit, West Bank. 

Education: Ph.D., English Liter- 
ature, University of Virginia, 


Uc Palestinians see autonomy as step 


- 





* (Conttautrf Croni page l)v~-- 

&c added? Tire- direct talks 9 ^? ' 1 
expected to start on Sunday or 
Monday. 

Dr. Ashram dismissed Israeli 
allegations that she W 2 s personal- 
ly responsible for an attack on a 
bus carrying Jewish settlers in the 
West Bonk Monday. Two Israelis 
were killed. 

r “In no statement, whether as 
spokesperson or as an individual, 
have I ever called for violence or 
supported violent acts,” she said. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens told Israel Radio 
on Tuesday Dr. Ashrawi advo- 
cated violence and “apparently - 
the murderers of last night were 
people operating under her direc- 
tion.” 

; Dr. Abdal Shafi told r ep or t er s 
violence might stop when Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories 
felt there was progress in peace 
talks. 

Dr. Ashrawi and Mr. Hussefrn 
avoided questions on the rela- 
tionship between them aod foe 
fokstme Liberation 


tion (FLO), which Israel has suc- 
ceeded in excluding from foe 
conference. 

A PLO delegation led by Nabil 
Shaath, senior political advisor to 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
arrived in Madrid on Tuesday. 


The PLO, which already has a 
diplomatic mission in Madrid, 
can have overt contact with the 
other Arab delegations. 

The two halves of the team 
have won the right to equal time 
to air their views in public session 
Thursday, despite an Israeli' 
attempt to change die mind of the 
organisers. 

The Palestinian delegates say 
tins amounts to recognition as a 
separate entity .after 'decades of 
Israeli claims that the Palestinian 
people had no nati o nal rights. 

“Our presence gives the lie to 
the old saying — a land without a 
people for a people without a 
land,” said Mr. Husseim. 

“The tag lie is about to be 
buried— that the Palestinians do 
not exist,” said delegate Saeb 
Erakat. 


Dr. Ashrawi, responding to- 
repeated U.S. insistence that' 
Americans cannot impose a set- 
tlement in foe Middle East, said, 
“they are being very modest. Left 
to our own devices we cannot 
make peace alone. The conflict 
has been too long and too bitter." 

“That’s why we need a third 
party and that must'be the inter- 
national community ” she added. 

Asked what foie Palestinians 
were s eeking , Mr. Hosseini said: 
“Autonomy for an interim period 
that will move ns, Palestinians, 
from a people under occupation 
to a people with full independ- 
ence and a Palestinian indepen- 
dent s tate that will later join in a 
confederation with Jordan.” 

Mr. Erakat said he has “no 
doubt whatsoever in my mind 
that eventually these will be an 
independent Palestinian state.” 
For an interim period, the 
Palestinians would accept the 
self-rule which they violently 
oppos ed when it was first offered 
dining die Israeii-Egyptian peace 
process in 1978. 

The extent and duration of 
autonomy would be left open to 
discussion. 


Bush and Gorbachev pledge all efforts 


(Continued from page 1) 
The two leaders met for about 
two hours. Mr. Bissh expressed 
his gratitude to Mr. Gorbachev 
for {Haying “a very constructive 
role” in banging about the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks. 

Mr. Bush also said the two 
sides would begin fresh talks in 
the near future on further cuts in 
-nuclear aims control arsenals. 
Each man has outlined a series of 
unilateral steps to curb nudear 
arsenals in the wake of a failed 
hardline communist coup last An- 


The president said foe two men 
also want to go forward with 
ratification of two existing arms 
control treaties covering long- 
range nudear weapons and con- 
ventional forces in Europe. 

Mr. Bush said foe two men also 
talked about possible food aid to 
the Soviet Union, which is in fore 
economic straits. 

“No specifics have been agreed 
on,” he said. 

Mr. Bush said he and the 


Soviet leader had agreed to re- 
new arms control talks in the 
wake of unilateral cutbacks -that 
each man announced following 
the abortive anti-Gorbachev coup 
last August. 

“Our schedules are very 
dose,” Mr. Bosh said of the 
U.S.-Soviet arms proposals. He 
said the two men . want to go 
forward with ratification of two 
, existing arms control treaties 
covering long-range nuclear 
weapons and conventional forces 
in Europe. 

Mr. Gorbachev described the 
meeting as a “a very convenient 
opportunity in order to ... syn- 
chronise our watches.” 

It seemed a routine comment 
— yet remarkable because it 
underscored the extent to which 
foe United States and foe Soviet 
Union have become regular part- 
ners in a range of diplomatic 
init i ati ves ranging from arms con- 
trol to the Middle East peace 
conference. 

On the Middle East, Mr. Gor- 


bachev vowed an active role for 
the two nations that are sponsor- 
ing foe peace talks. 

Mr. Gorbachev bristled when a 
.Soviet reporter asked who was in 
charge in Moscow while he was in 
Spain. ‘Tm still the president. 
Nobody’s taking my place,” said 
foe Soviet president, who is con- 
fronting challenges to his power 
from restive republics. 

Mr. ‘Bush complimented Mr. 
Gorbachev on the way he had 
answered questions when the 
news conference was over, and 
said, “you’re still a master.” 

Mr. Gorbachev and Mr. Bnsh 
were joining Spanish King Carlos 
and Prune Minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez for dinner Tuesday. 

“We agreed that having 
opened this conference and hav- 
ing left Madrid we do not at all 
expect to be somewhere on the 
side,” Mr. Gorbachev said. “On 
the contrary we expect to try to 
facilitate as much as possible” 
among Israel and Arab states and 
Palestinians 
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PACKING, AR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-tO 
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Chinese Restaurant 
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1 Hour Service 
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1 LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 
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AT 


DD 
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Saudi Real Estate 
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CROWN 
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Packing, shipping, 3 
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' Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
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Lunch Friday only 
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. Come and taste our 
specialities 
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Connors conies back to 
where comeback began 

PARIS (Agencies) — Jimmy 
Connors, tennis’ senior citizen, is 
reveling in his status as a crowd 
favourite. 

Connors returned Monday to 
the city where be began bis im- 
probable comeback began at the 
French Open in June, He didn't 
let his followers down, beating 
Haiti’s Ronald Agenor S-7, 6-4, 

6-2 in foe first round of the Paris 
Open. 

Not even the presence of an old 
crowd favourite, Yannick Noah 
playing a doubles match with 
other Fre nchman, Henri Leconte 
could upstage Connors. 

“We were lucky not to lose. 

With Connors coming after I 
don’t want to imagine how foe 
crowd would be tike.” Noah said. 

“It puts more pressure also be- 
cause you understand what foe 
people shout oat to you.” 

John McEnroe was expected to 
play Christian Bergstrom and 
Pete Sampras, seeded sixth, fac- 
ing Andrei Cherkasov of foe 
Soviet Union in a second-round 
match. 

* One thing is for sure: None of 
them will draw the same fan 
response as Connors, who at age 
39 has foe crowd on his ride 
wherever he goes. 

“It’s been like that for the 
whole summer since Roland Gar- 
ros,” Connors said. “Until now 
it’s unbelievable. It’s the kind of 
summer yon don’t buy. So you 
live it until foe end.” 

Connors loves it, the crowd 
loves him, and Agenor was the 
odd man out. For foe second time 
in Paris this year Agenor lost to 
Connors. The last time, Connors 
nMded five sets and three horns. fHnm . wh 
T his time, it took three sets and * 3 

just over two hours. so maybe I can do different the Paris Open Tuesday bee 

The crowd was with Connors here.” of tennis elbow, organisers s 

all the way. Connors knows he can still do The fourth seed withdraw a 

“I love it when the public gets well and the French crowd is hours before his schedt 
involved,” he said. ‘The crowd is ready to cany him as far as second round match on ce 
like the one in New York — here possible. court with Frenchman An 

they yell, they shout, they “That’s why Pm here. Fm Boetscfa. 
scream.” working at it.” said Connors. Like all seeded players, S 

Connors faces French Open During his match against Age- received a first round bye. 
champion Jim Courier in the nor, Connors was teasing the place in the draw was taker 
second round. Courier ended crowd or his friends such as Die South African Wayne Ferre 
Connors' dreams of a U.S. Open Nastase. Stich’s injury followed \ 

tide by routing him in the semi- “I like that, I guess that's what day's doubles when he 
finals. * I play for and here it’s a raw fellow-German Udo Riglc 

“He played very well against crowd,” he said. lost in straight sets to Ameii 

me in the U.S. Open,” Connors Meanwhile, Wimbledon cham- Charles Beckman and D: 
said. “Every tune is another time, pion Michael Sticfa pulled out of Wheaton in the first round. 


Gascoigne injury again delays court case 



NEWCASTLE, England (R) — 
British soccer star Paul Gas- 
coigne failed to appear in court to 
face assault charges Monday for a 
second -time because of a->knee 
injury. 

The 24-year-old Tottenham 
and England midfielder, better 
known as “gazza,” originally hurt 
his knee in this year’s FA Cup 
final. He hurt it again last month 
apparently in a scuffle at a night- 
dub in his home town. Newcas- 
tle. 


“Recently Mr. Gascoigne had 
a further injury to his knee, and I 
request therefore that the matter 
be adjourned," his lawyer told 
magistrates, who agreed to ad- 
journ his case to Dec. 6 
He was first due in court a 
month ago to answer the charges 
of assault which followed an inci- 
dent in Newcastle last July when 
he is alleged to have head-butted 
two men. 

His injury has put a question 
mark over his transfer, worth 


Gachot to drive for Larousse in 
Australian Grand Prix 


ADELAIDE, Australia (AP) — 
Bertrand Gachot will drive for 
the Larousse team in Sunday's 
Australian Formula One Grand 
Prix auto race, just two weeks 
after being released from a Brit- 
ish prison, team offidals said 
Tuesday. 

Gachot, 28, a Belgian, was 
named to replace Frenchman 
Eric Barnard, who broke a leg 
during the Japanese Grand Prix 
nine days ago. 

Formerly with Jordan team, 
Gachot spent two months in jail 
after be was found guilty of 
assaulting a London taxi driver. 


Gachot still is without a team 
for the 1992 World Cham- 
pionship season. His place at 
Jordan has been taken by Italian 
Alessandro Zanardi. 

Sunday's race is the final leg of 
the Formula One season. Ayrton 
Senna of Brazil already has clin- 
ched the World drivers’ Cham- 
pionship. 

The Ferrari team is preparing 
for the race uncertain whether 
three-time world champion Alain 
Prost will drive. 

Prost has said be is disillu- 
sioned with both Ferrari and For- 
mula One. 


$8.8 million, to Lazio of Italy. 
But he has until next May, when 
be faces a medical test, to prove 
his fitness. 

In London, Gascoigne turned 
np at Tottenham’s training 
ground Monday morning to res- 
tart his rehabilitation program- 
me. 

Tottenham Manager Peter 
Shreves said: “Our dub surgeon 
John Browett looked at the X- 
rays of Paul's knee at the 
weekend and said he could come 
into training. He is here to start 
his rehabiliation process.” 

Gascoigne's knee has been 
wired up but Shreeves said: “As 
for as the doctors can tell us be is 
bang oa course for the end of 
May, when he has the fitness test 
which will deddc his move to 
Lazio.” 


Chinese wins women’s world 
chess title, beats Soviet rival 


MANILA (R) — Chinese chal- 
lenger Xie Jon Tuesday ended six 
decades of Soviet dominance 
over women’s chess by defeating 
Soviet world titleholder Maya 
Chibnrdanidze in a 16-game 
series for the crown in foe Philip- 
pines. 

*Tm very, very happy,” a jubi- 
lant Xie told reporters aftr draw- 
ing foe 15th game in 62 moves of 
a modem defence while holding 
foe blade pieces. 

The result after 4-!6 hours of 
tense struggle gave her a winning 
8.5-6-5 lead over Chftmrdamdze, 
who has held foe title for 13 years 
since winning it in 1978. The first 
player to - score 8JS points the 
title. 

A quiet Chibnrdanidze. who 
was dose to tears, declined to 
talk with reporters after the loss 
of her title. She quickly left the 
playing hall. 

“I was confident of getting a 
good game for the precious 
draw,” said Xie, who learned to 
play chess in a Peking school at 
the age of 10. She raised both 
hands in triumph after the game 


as she was surrounded by her 
ecstatic supporters. 

The rise of China's women 
chess players, who first broke 
into the candidates matches for 
the world title in 1983, came- 
from training with their world- 
rated men’s players, chess 
analysts at foe match said. 

‘They’re very sharp, they 
don’t give you any quarter. Xie’s 
game was an off-shoot of training 
with their male players,” said 
Philippine international master 
Girme Fontanilla. 

Xie is the fiist Asian to win a 
world chess title, breaking a 64- 
year hold by Soviet women over 
the crown. She is the third 
Chinese player to qualify for foe 
candidates matches, which deter- 
mines the challenger for the 
crown held by Chibnrdanidze. 

“This victory is significant be- 
cause foe world championship is 
not a monopoly of a continent or 
a federation,” said Inte rnational 
Chess Federation (FIDE) Presi- 
dent Florendo Champomanes of 
the Philippines, referring to the 
stranglehold of Soviet grandmas- 


ters over foe game. 

The 20-year-old sports student 
from Peking battled back from a 
one game deficit early in the 
match to defeat the champion 
from foe Soviet Republic of 
Georgia. 

Xie, who had taken foe lead 
with a win in foe third match, 
suffered back-to-back losses in 
the fourth and fifth game before 
managing to equalise with a vic- 
tory in game eight. 

She then broke through with 
victories in the 11th .and 13th 
games to seize a decisive lead in 
the contest. 

Chiburdanidze, 31, has de- 
fended the tide she won from 
fellow Soviet Nona Gaprindshviti 
four times. 

At least nine of the games were 
played under foe classical Ruy 
Lopez opening as both players 
decided to stick it out with a 
king’s pawn opening. 

Qubnrdanidze had to win the 
last two matches to retain the title 
with an 8-8 tie. One win counted 
for a point and a draw for half a 
point. 


Kasparov leads at Tilburg tournament 


the Paris Open Tuesday because 
of tennis elbow, organisers said. 

The fourth seed withdraw a few 
hours before his scheduled 
second round match on centre 
court with Frenchman Arnaud 
Boetscfa. 

Like all seeded players, Sticfa 
received a first round bye. IBs 
place in the draw was taken by 
South African Wayne F er re i r a . 

Stich’s injury followed Mon- 
day’s doubles when he and 
fellow-German Udo Riglewslri 
lost in straight sets to Americans 
Charles Beckman and David 
Wheaton in the first round. 


TILBURG, Netherlands (AP) — 
World champion Gary Kasparov 
of the Soviet Union settled for a 
quick draw against Swiss grand- 
master Viktor Kortchnoi Monday 
but easily held the overall lead in 
the 15th annual Interpolis Chess 
Tournament. 

Playing black from the ex- 
change variation of the king’s 
Indian, the world champion bad 
to defend a slightly inferior posi- 
tion after Korchnoi had swapped 
queens on his eighth move and 
introduced an interesting theore- 
tical novelty four moves later. 

However, the 60-year-old 
Swiss veteran seemed at a loss 
what to do with the advantage he 
had gained over his renowned 


opponent in the ninth-round 
match. He launched a hal- 
fhearted attempt at an attack but 
his efforts were effectively block- 
ed. 

Kasparov exchanged some 
more pieces to even out com- 
pletely and saw his offer of a draw 
accepted after 27 moves and 
barely 316 hours of play. 

Kasparov’s performance in 
Monday’s action, boosted his 
score to seven points for an un- 
beaten record of five victories 
and four draws in the nine rounds 
played so far in the $55,000 dou- 
ble round-robin chess spectacu- 
lar. 

Following the world champion 
at one and a half points was 


India’s VIswanathan Anand who 
adjourned his game against Hol- 
land’s Jan Timman after 70 
moves with black from a Petroff 
defence in a position that experts 
felt was most likely to lead to a 
draw. 

In further play Monday, Bri- 
tain’s Nigel Short held former 
world champion Anatoly Karpov 
of foe Soviet Union to a draw in 
47 moves with white from a Vien- 
nese opening, while 17-year-old 
U.S. Grandmaster Gata Kamsky 
profited from a blunder by 
Evgeny Bareev of the Soviet Un- 
ion to score a point in 35 moves 
from a long's Indian attack with 
white. 


Goal famine prompts Italian 
rethink on points system 


ROME (R) — The low scoring 
rale in this season's Italian soccer 
championship has prompted 
league President Ludano Nizzoia 
to suggest following England and 
introduce three points for a win 
instead of two. 

Commenting on Italian radio 
after only eight goals were scored 
in nine first division games Sun- 
day, Nizzoia said they were look- 
ing at “all possible remedies.” 

“Perhaps the best solution 
would be to introduce the English 
system which rewards a win with 
three points,” he said. 

“I don't agree, however, that 
all Sunday's games were un- 
entertaining. The 0-0 draw in the 
Genoa derby (Genoa V Samp- 
doria) might easily have ended 
2 - 2 .” 

Football Federation President 
Antonio Mataresse also express- 
ed concern, without, however, 
recommending the English sys- 
tem: “Our championship is fol- 
lowed and envied all over the 
world but we shouldn’t fool 
ouisehes into believing that we 
have the best soccer by divine 


So far this season, the Italian 
championship has registered an 
average of only 1.9 goals per 
game. 

The goals crisis comes as no 
surprise to Juventus coach 
Giovanni Trapattoni. ‘Today's 
defenders are better and more 
prepared than today’s attackers,” 
he said. 

Torino coach Emiliano Mon- 
donico said: ‘.These days our 
sides make fewer and fewer mis- 
takes in defence.” 

Both men will be hoping to 
underline the point Wednesday 
when Juventus travel to Atalanta 
and Torino are at home to Lazio 
in die fust leg of the Italian Cup 
third round. 


3 jockeys hurt after pile-up 


LONDON (R) — Three jockeys 
were taken to hospital after a 
pile-up in fog during a race at 
Bath Monday. Stewards aban- 
doned the final race. 

The pile-up was caused by one 
of the front runners, Sandford 
Springs, falling. He brought 


MOM 5AY5 I CAN HAVE 
YOUR ROOM WHEN YOU 
€0 AWAY TO COLLEGE.. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAtUF 
A TANNAH HfftSCH 
Cl 39 1 TrtaM Ml Skwb. *'C 


IT'S A TOPSY-TURVY WORLD 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 9 75 
7 A K 

0 8 7 4 2 

* K Q J 10 

WEST EAST 

4 8 4 3 4 A 6 

98532 9J984 

0J9653 O Q 10 
42 4 A 9 8 5 3 

SOUTH 
*KQJ 10 2 

10 7 
OAK 

* 78 4 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 2 * Pass 

2 * Pass 4 * Pam 


Opening lead: Two of 4 
In every form of bridge, the de- 
fenders labor at a distinct daadvan- 
- tags. Whereas declarer can see the 
full assets of his aide, each defender 
has only half his side’s cards in new. 

Thus the defenders must find 
nMjnn of describing their respective 
holdings by the way they play their 
cards. To appreciate the problem, 
cover the West and South hands 
and decide how you would defend 
with the East cards. 

Let’s suppose North-South arrive 


at a fairly normal contract of four 
spades. The opening salvo by your 
partner. West, is the deuce of chibs. 
You win the ace and return the suit 
which partner ruffe with the four 
and then exits with the nine of dia- 
monds Co the queen and ace. Declar- 
er wins, crosses to the king of hearts 
and leads a low trump. You grab the 
ace as partner follows with the 
three. Do you try to give partner 
another ruff, or do you hope partner 
holds the king of diamonds? 

There ore two reasons why you 

should persevere with chiba. First, if 
partner held the king of diamonds, 
be would have led a low card in that 
suit, not the nine. Secondly, by 
echoing in trumps (ruffing with the 
four then following suit with a lower 
card), partner is gjgnaDhig an odd 
number of cards in trumps, so you 
know another club w01 get raffed. 

. Note that this method of indicat- 
ing length in the tramp suit is just 
the opposite of the way you signal 
length in a plain suit There you 
echo with an even number of cards 
and play up- the- line with an odd 
number. 

There's a sound reason why sig- 
nalling tramp length is inverted. 
When you hold a doubleton tramp, 
you may not be able to spars the 
higher card to indicate your tramp 
holding to partner. 


Andy Capp 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 



Dutch champions PSV Ein- 
dhoven try to take the lead from 
Feyenoorrf Rotterdam Wednes- 
day when they entertain MW 
Maastricht. 

Coach Bobby Robson still has 
to do without striker Romano, 
who is recovering from a bruised 
ankle. Midfielder Gerald Vanen- 
barg and. defender Eric Gerets 
also remain doubtful. .... .... 
0i Ajax Amsterdam, who hare 
lost their last two league games." 
hope to recover form against 
Willem II Tilburg. 

John Van T Schip is expected 
to be on the bench again after 
indicating he does not want to 
play on foe right wing, preferring 
a place in midfield as playmaker. 


down three other horses, includ- 
ing the favourite Shentit. 

Sandford Springs’ rider 
Andrew Tucker suffered concus- 
sion and back injuries. George 
DuffieJd and Colin Munday were 
treated for back injuries. 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1991 

By Thomas $. Pierson. Astrologer, CarroH Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Not 
a good day for entertaining, ro- 
mance or being creative in lines of 
expre s sion that mean the most to 
you. Gain the good wiB of others 
with honest coffiptimeots and con- 
sideration. 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) A 
fine tinm for you to cooperate until 
your true partners and to make 
headway in gaining some new allies 
who fit easily into your picture of 
things vital to yon. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have many ideas just what you 
can do to make your surroundings 
more attractive so .don’t joiter or 
lose time but get busy and finish 
them. 

GEMBO: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have some interesting pleasures 
you want to enjoy and as soon as 
you get your a ssig nm ents done this 
is an unusually good day for you. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever can improve 
your relationship with members of 
your own family and make your 
borne radiate ranch harmony ran 
be expressed right now. 

UEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
now are aUe to gain the good will 
of aD about by the compliments or 
recognition you give them of the 
best of any job that they are 
pci f mining. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Yew have some interesting 
means by winch to add to your 
present revenues and property so 
make a special point to use your 
common sense to improve your 
assets. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever you want to do that 

is able to help you gain your own 

hangup is wise to put a 
motion now so think out your 
desires dearly. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) There are quite a number 
of private matters requiring your 
attention so use that secretive qual- 
ity with which you are so wea 
endowed to quietly get titan set- 
tled. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 fo 

December 21) Tbs » you/ time to 

nab! sure yon join with good 
ftknds and loyal allies in the games 
and foe sports that bring you « 
frying of accomplishment. 

CAPRICON: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is that moment 
for you to go straight to an official 
or executive to get him to give you 
die i Ky ** T > g you need in some civic 
or vocational project 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have so many new 
ideas yon don't know which one to 
put in motion first but so long as 
you are constructive and forging 
ahead with character alls well. 
nSCE& (February 20 to Mardt 
20) You have deep and prophetic 
insight what you can do to make 
your innermost aims came true 
with the help of an ally who also 
means a great deal to you. 


“The stars impel, they do not 
compel- ” What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Harris 



“Wasn't that the same waiter you 
forgot to tip last time?” 



MM 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one lettertoeech square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. . . 



that LXzyeuY 

NEVER STUMBLED 
ONTO A 6 OOP THIN©, 
BECAUSE HE IS AL- 
WAYS POlN© THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

^mxaxna 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I JumMee: BOUND MUSIC UNLESS SKEWER 

I Answer What many a curious mind doesn't mind— 
fTS OWN BUSINESS 


THE Daily Crossword by Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Ewes’ guys 
5 Taj- 

10 Stable occupant 
14 Throw off 


16 Mine entrance 

17 Singer TermWo 

18 Classifies 

19 Barren or Jaffe 

20 Promotes In a 


24 Study Intensely 

25 One-time singer 
CUne 

28 Lawgiver 

31 Bandas — 

32 Head 
34 Garland 
37 Be Arm 

40 Devoured 

41 Goes in 

42 At any time 

43 God ot the 
n ether world 

44 Metric unit 01991 Tom utw Swm, me. 

45 Revue part « wb*» 

47 District In SaiKfi 

Arabia 9 in case 

49 Approximately 10 OH City , 

^cpfract 11 Decorate 

!LhZ c . est .! nor « wash cycle 

55 7?* * — 13 Gr. letter 

57 Gwtanst Atkkn 21 

59 Donets 


ami jh.iI 


Yesterdays Paaf Salved: 


61 Actress Garr 

62 DHIy 

63 Short jackets 

64 national 


t No longer 
writing; abbr. 

2 Frenzied 

3 Short 
*k« 

4 — one's rtbsfls 
flBng) 

5 Pool shot 
6— of gn conflict 

with) 

7 — on {be 
tedious) 

8 Pfay parts 


25 Household 
member 

26 Border 

27 "Soap" family 
name 

28 Targets for 


29 

30 Carrino and 

Germ 

32 Give for a whOe 

33 Old h. 

famiy 

25**?® 44 Small drink 

35Wkfamou!hed 45 Demonstration 

M^roralrjg 4fl«£wSw 

47 Stranger 
WOnwMhea 4S Vehicles 

43 Slugger SQSoothe 
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Cairo Amman Bank 


UJ. Ootor-in 


Currency 

HnoYtxk 

Ctote. 

«*a/w/»9J 

Tokyo 

Ctote. 

29/10/199] 


7.6940 

7.6975 

- M nr |[ 

Ucnsoc from 

mmm 

1.7149 

Swiss Fame 

7 .5565 


French Franc 

5.2605 


Japanese Yen 

. 132.3? 

137.93 


7.1925 



' USD Ptr STG 


■ CUT 


29/10/im 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


U.S. Dollar 

5.25 

5.37 

5.37 

5.50 

Sterling Pound - 

70.37 


10.37 

70.37 

Deutsche Mart. - 

9.12 

9.37 

9.43 

9.43 

Swiss Franc 


0.37 

6.31 

6.31 

French Franc 

8.90 

RI'I'W 

9. It 

9.18 

Japanese Yet 

6.3 7 

6.25 

6.00 

5.75 

European Currency Unit 

9.62 

9-17 

9.87 

9.90 


lacrtoak Nd rata for 


i cunttal I'-S. Dnkn UlOMMor 


tymtaL 

29/10/1991 


Metal 

VSDfOz 

JD/Gm* 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JIVGm 

Gold 

338.90 

6.950 

Silver 

4.07 

.090 


19/10/1991 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

US. Doflar 

0.6880 

0.6900 . 

Sterling Pound 

1.1665 

7.7723 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4006 

0.4026 

Swiss Franc 

0.4568 

0.4591 

French Franc 

RUB 

. 0.7787 

Japanese Yen 4 

■Ui 

0.5236 

Dutch Guilder 

OS 555 

0.3513 

Swedish Krona 

0.7700 

0.7706 

IlaSan Lira* 

’. 0.0536 

0.0539 

Belgian Franc 

0.07955 

0.07965 


rw iao 


nnormi 


Currency 

• Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.7990 

7.8070 

Lebanese Lira 0 

0.0777 

■ 0.0720 

Saadi Riyal 

0.7837 

0.7840 

Kuwaiti Dinar 


■ — 

Qatari Riyal 

0.7266 

0.1875 

Egyptian Pound 


BBCfODIB 

Omani Riyal 

HLR 


UAE Dirham 

0.7866 

0.1875 

Greek Drachma 4 

0.3550 

0.3650 

Cypriot Pound 

- 7.4450 

1.4600 


e*r H)0 


Index 

Z7/I0/T99I Close 

n/io/rm 

Afl-Share 

723.49 

124.05 

Banking Sector 

104.03 

704.74 

Insurance Sector 

125.76 

724.71 

Industry Sector 

753.79 

153.57 

Services Sector 

130.96 

131.70 


Ditnaka Jl. I9M - MO 


I 


3 





LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and seOmg rates for 

-'leading world currencies and gold against tiie dollar at midsession 

on tire London foreign exchange and balhon markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 

1.6978/88 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1. 1240/45 

Canadian dollar 


1.7135/45 

Dentscbemaiks ■ 


1.9315/25 

Dutch guilders 

i ' 

L5008/15 

Swiss franca 


35.24/28 

Belgian francs 


5.8450/8500 

French francs 

-i 

1281/1282 

Italian lire 

■ r 

V 

131.90/132.00 

Japanese yen 

• r- 

6J410/60 

Swedish crowns 


6.7150/7200 

Norwegian crowns 

- 

6.6400/50 

Danish crowns 

] One ounce of gold 

358.60/359.10 

U.S. dollars 
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MEES says Kuwait faces 
‘severe management crisis 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — 
Kuwait faces a “severe manage- 
ment crisis” because of its policy 
reducing the number of foreign 
workers in the country following 
the Gulf war, die Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES) said 
Monday. 

“The resulting loss to Kuwait 
should be seen mainly in terms of. 
skills rather than numbers," 
MEES said. “Many of those who 
left were among the most compe- 
tent and experienced." 

Associate editor Andrew Cun- 
ningham, who prepared the 
analysis after visiting Kuwait, 
also noted that the overall cut in 
population would translate to 
lower demand in the economy. 

“Even taking into account re- 
duced demand for services... die 
country is focing a severe man- 
agement eras," he wrote. He 
qnoted unidentified “local 
observer " predicting the Kuwaiti 
government "may have to soften 
its fine on allowing bade foreign 
workers.” 

Thousands of Arab and Asian 
workers fled the oil-rich emirate 
after Iraq's invasion on Aug. 2, 
1990. Those allowed to return 
have been given short-term work 


permits and often are denied 
residence permits for their fami- 
lies. 

Palestinians, seen by the 
Kuwaitis as Iraqi sympathisers, 
have been fired from government 
jobs, and those who fled have not 
been allowed back. . 

Many Palestinians did the 
actual work in keeping ministries 
running through middle- 
management positions or ran loc- 
al businesses. Their numbers 
have dwindled to about 40,000 
from some 400,000 before the 
war. 

The outbade in foreign workers 
fils neatly with a prewar govern- 
ment goal of reducing Kuwait's 
dependence on foreigners and 
increasing the demographic 
weight of its own 600,000 nation- 
als. 

Kuwait’s prewar population 
was about 2.1 million. It's post- 
war aim is a range of 1.2 million 
to 1-5 m illion. 

MEES noted it would be diffi- 
cult for the government to reach 
its goal of having Kuwaitis make 
up half of the work force. 

Before the war, Kuwaitis made 
up just 14 per cent of the labour 
force, and nine in ten were em- 


ployed by the government. They 
constituted just 12 per cent of 
private sector employees. MEES 
said. 

MEES also reported that the 
longstanding problem of bank 
debts, accumulated in connection 
with the 1982 stock market crash, 
‘is expected to reach some sort of 
conclusion by the end of the year, 
opening the way for the long- 
awaited bank mergers.” 

It said the ministry of finance 
may set up a special company to 
purchase the banks’ five billion 
Kuwaiti dinars ($1.39 billion) in 
non-performing loans at face 
value. The move will provide 
liquidity to the ailing banks and 
set op a system for debtors to 
repay the new company over 25 
years with no interest. 

MEES said that under the 
plan, debtors would be required 
to repay their entire loan to the 
special company. Now, some who 
genuinely cannot pay can get 
write-offs. 

"This difference may be one 
reason why the new proposal is 
receiving dose scrutiny before 
being officially approved.” 
MEES said. 


Soviet republics sign debt 
accord after last-minute hitch 


MOSCOW (AP) — The 12 re- 
maining Soviet republics agreed 
Monday night to share responsi- 
bility for repaying the nation’s 
foreign debt, estimated at more 
ftmn $65 billion. 

The agreement followed two 
days of talks with deputy finance 
ministers from the Group of 
Seven (0-7) industrialised na- 
tions. Ike G-7 gro u p has made 
the pact one of the conditions 
necessary for further Westers aid 
to tile Soviet Union. 

Ten minutes before the 
“memorandum of understand- 
ing” was signed, a sentence was 
inserted that said the former 
Soviet republics of Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia also bore 
some responsibility for the debt. 

No representative of the Baltic 
states signed the document, but 
leading Soviet economist Grigory 
Yavlinsky said afterward in an* 
interview with -the 'Associated 
Press: "There is rio' tioubt 
Baltics will sign.” - : < 

The pa r ticipa tion of the Baltics 
ap p eare d to be a condition that 
was demanded by the Ukraine. 

Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Vitold Fokin angrily stormed out 
of the dosed meeting before the 
parties signed the memorandum, 
bat then returned and signed it 
conditionally, before the lan- 
guage on the Baltics was added. 

The rest of die republics signed 
after a dause on the Baltics was 
inserted. 

"There was an oversight," said. 
David Dodge, assistant deputy 


the, 

nl 


finance minister of Canada. “We 
went all day and we were scramb- 
ling at the end and it was very 
unfortunate, because dearly the 
prime minister of the Ukraine 
had made a great contribution 
during the .course of the meet- 
ing.” 

"We would very much have 
Hired to have bad him around at 
the completion," Mr. Dodge 
said. 

The signatories declared them- 
selves jointly liable for the debt 
and made the Soviet foreign eco- 
nomic bank, or its legal succes- 
sor, frill authority to serve as the 
debt manager, according to the 
agreement. 

They also promised to "purse 
policies designed to achieve rapid 
economic adjustment that prom- 
otes their debt servicing capaci- 
ties, and to cooperate with their 
foreign creditors..." , 

' The signatories agreed fo ser- 
vice the debt “keeping io-imnd 
also to hold negotiations and 
conclude an agreement about 
participation in paying off debt 
on a solidarity basis with Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia.” 

Monday night’s pivotal session 
at the Oktyabrskaya Hotel cap- 
ped talks in the Kremlin between 
the G-7 officials and Soviet repre- 
sentatives, including Ivan 
Silayev, head of the interim 
national government. The talks 
had been proposed by the indust- 
rial nations at this month's annual 
meeting in Thailand of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and the 



By Reuter 

ZURICH — Shares raided a moderately active session steady after 
early buying gave way to profit-taking due to a weak bond 
market. The All-Share Swiss perform a nce index dosed up 0.2 
points at 1,088.1. 

PARIS — Shares drifted to a marginally higher dose as the 
market wound down in lethargic trade ahead of a three-day 
weekend in France. The CAC-40 index ended 1.43 points higher 
at 1,853.50 on modest trade of 1.7 billion francs worth of shares. 
LONDON — British shares dosed lower in depressed mood, 
taking a late lead from a New York market unsteady after 
dis ap pointing U.S. growth figures. The 100-share Financial Times 
Stock Exchange Index finished 52 points lower at 2^533. 
NEW YORK — U.S. bine chips stabilised at mildly lower levels 
after an early frill on futures-related selling. Many investors took 
to tiie sidelines after third quarter U.S. GNP date showed some 
economic weakness. At 1130 a.m. (1650 GMT) the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average was down 234 points at 3,04338.. 
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World Bank. 

“There is concern about the 
creditworthiness of the former 
USSR in tiie credit markets, in 
large part because of the worry 
about what would happen under 
whatever new arrangements they 
might have in this country," Mr. 
Dodge said of the Moscow nego- 
tiations. “I think they’ve 
achieved a lot and it’s important 
for the future in terms of their 
ability to borrow in the market." 

At Sunday's meeting, Mr. 
Foldn proposed establishing a 
central bank authorised by the 
republics to make settlements 
with their common creditors. He 
said each republic would pay its 
share of the foreign debt with 
payments from a special hard 
currency account in the bank, 
which would consist. of money 
repeived from exporgjmd other 
funds. - ! »• 

I . ■ ■ . ■ - ^ 


The U.S. leverage 
over Israel — money 


TEL AVIV (R) — Washington’s 
leverage over Israel was laid out 
for parliament in stark figures 
ahead of the Madrid peace con- 
ference. Despite Israeli boasts of 
immunity to pressu re , American 
aid matters. 

As Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir made final preparations 
Monday for the Madrid talks, 
Finance Minister Yitzhak Modal 
presented a 107 billion shekel 
($44 billion) budget to parliament 
that counts on U.S. aid to cover 
half of next year’s deficit. 

Israel needs Washington to 
guarantee $10 billion in loans, 
which would let it borrow inter- 
nationally at favourable rates, to 
cover the costs of absorbing up to 
a million Soviet immig rants by 
the middle of the decade. 

Over Israeli protests, Washing- 
ton last month delayed considera- 
tion of their request until Jama- 
ary. That U.S. dub hanging over 
Israel’s head pressured Mr. Sha- 
mir to join the peace talk* and 
will pressure him to stay. 

“As the prime minister pre- 
pares himself for this week’s 
Madrid conference, he may pan- 
der how much stronger Israel’s 
position would have been had its 
economic bouse been in order," 
the right-wing Jerusalem Post 
newspaper said in an editorial. 

Israel’s economy displays fi- 
gures that would alarm most 
Western countries. 

Unemployment has moved 
above 10 per cent and even with 
extra spending intended to create 
jobs, the finance ministry pre- 
dicted unemployment of 14 per 
<xnt in two years. 

Inflation, hovering close to 20 
per cent a year since the U.S. 
rescue of the Israeli economy in 
the mid-1980s, has been rising in 


recent months. 

Mr. Modai conceded the con- 
tinuing deficit — projected at 6.2 
per cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) for next year even 
without the usual last-minute 
additions to the budget — means 
inflation will not feU- 

The growth in GNP has been 
largely a product of the rising 
population — 350,000 Jewish im- 
migrants in two years — rather 
than per capita growth. 

Exports, which must grow for 
Israel to maintain its high stan- 
dard of firing, are actually pro- 
jected to fall 2.5 per cent this 
year. ‘ 

Those export figures fuelled 
rumours of a shekel devaluation 
and caused demand for foreign 
currency to su r g e. To shore up 
the shekel, the Bank of Israel has 
pushed the prime rate up from 14 
to 24 per cent in the past month. 

The economic weakness pro- 
vided U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker with a powerful 
weapon in his final posh for Israel 
to join the peace talks that start 
Wednesday. Israel’s campaign to 
separate aid and peace efforts 
convinced no one. 

“It is u nfor t un ate that this 
peace process begins at a moment 
.still laden with tensions in the 
U.S.-Israel relationship,” said a 
document prep ar ed for the peace 
talks by Israel's main lobbying 
body in Washington, the Amer- 
ican Israel Public Affairs Com- 
mittee. 

Israeli officials, who had pri- 
vately boasted they had enough 
support in Congress to counter 
what they felt was tiie hostility of 
President George Bush, were 
shocked by the U.S. leader’s wil- 
lingness to take on their Washing- 
ton lobby — and win decisively. 


Although Washington now is 
also questioning the Jewish 
state’s credit worthiness, Israel is 
counting on approval for the loan 
guarantees — £2 trillion a year 
for five yean — when it comes up 
for consideration in January. 

The budget Mr. Modai pre- 
sented assumes Israel will have $2. 

billion in foreign loans to cover 
>m tf the projected 1992 deficit. 
The budget for 1992 is five per 
cent higher that the previous 
year. 

Failure to get U.S. guarantees 
would force Israel to pay higher 
interest rates on an international 
market already crowded by de- 
mands from many other coun- 
tries. With the amount needed, 
for immigrants estimated at $40 
billion, it cannot generate the 
funds at home. 

Israel has become addicted to. 
U.S. rid — it already gets annual 
grants of Sl.S trillion in military 
aid and $13 billion in economic 
assistance. Although politicians 
warn of dependence, it is not ah 
easy habit to breqk. 

Peace in the Middle East could 
eventually produce a “peace di- 
vidend” for Israel, a lowering of. 
defence costs as seen in the Un- 
ited States and Soviet Union. Bnt 
that is far in the futuge. 

In the cabinet bargaining, De- 
fence Minister Mosbe Arens suc- 
cessfully rebuffed Mr. Modri’s 
att emp ts to cut military spentfing.- 
Instead, the budget slightly raised 
defence spending, leaving it as 
the largest item after debt servic- 
ing. 

Israel’s focus now is on main- 
taining the flow of U.S. funds to 
underwrite its immig ration and 
defence spending. Washington^ 
has already used that leverage, 
and coukl again. 


I AT A head says airlines 
are bleeding to death 


NAIROBI (R) — The airline 
industry is bleeding to death fol- 
lowing a huge increase in costs as 
a result of the Gulf war, IATA 
Director-General Gunter Eser 
said Monday. 

,£be head of the International 
Air Transport Association 


U.N. chief assails 
rich states for not 
doing enough for Africa 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar said Monday there was 
9 widening gap between rhetoric 
and action on the part of creditor 
countries dealing with African 
debt. 

He said that positive steps bad 
been taken by some creditor na- 
tions but indebtedness of African 
countries still "hangs, like a dark 
dood, over the continent, obscur- 
ing prospect s for the renewal of 
growth.” 

The secretary-general made bis 
comments at a day-long celebra- 
tion of African Day devoted to 
debt relief, initiated by Leon 
Sullivan, who originated the rules 
for ending apartheid among em- 
ployees of American firms in 
South Africa. 

Hundreds of his supporters 
flooded into the United Nations 
and scores more listened to the 
speeches on loudspeakers at a 
church across the street from the 
U.N. complex. 

In addition to Mr. Sullivan’s 
appearance, tiie day was marked 
by speeches from a wide array of 
international and American poli- 
tical figures, including New York 
Mayor David Dinkins, Phi- 
ladelphia Mayor Wilson Goode 
and General Motors C hair man 
Robert StempeL 

In his address, Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar said it was “disheartening 
to see how, in spite of tiie wide- 
spread recognition of the gravity 
of the situation ... the gap be- 
tween rhetoric and action re- 
mains largely unbridged.” 

He said there was no single, 
easy way ont “but it is surely 


feasible to find a lasting solu- 
tion.” 

Richard Jolly, assistant 
director-general of the U.N. Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF), said 
Africa for eight years had spent 
four to five per cent of its re- 
sources merely to service debt, 
double the volume the United 
States spent on the Marshall Plan 
to rehabilitate Europe after 
World War II. 

"It is a scandal, an absolute, 
unforg ivable scandal," be said. 

UNICEF, he said, advocated 
debt swaps for investment in so- 
cial development programmes 
that would benefit children. 

U.S. Ambassador Thomas 
Pickering added a note of regret 
that the United States and the 
Soviet Union in the past ex- 
pended resources in cold war 
competition, often in unproduc- 
tive areas. 

He also pointed out that a "few 
nations” in the development 
world had military budgets two or 
three times their expenditures for 
education and health. 

The United States, he said, 
sees debt relief as one form of 
assistance, “as one valuable item 
on a large menu." 

“If we write off debts today 
without careful consideration,'* 
be said, "this could have unin- 
tended consequences when loans 
are sought in the future.” 

Although relatively little of 
Africa’s debt is owed to the Un- 
ited States, he said Washington 
was active in many international 
lending institutions that urged 
economic refo r m and less central- 
ised economies. 


FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Penthouse, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, dining & living, fully 
furnished (luxury & new). Superb location & nice terrace. 
Rent negotiable after visit 

For interested pis call 810303 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A ground floor apartment in south Um Uthaina consisting 
of two bedrooms, salon, dining room, with telephone and 
central heating. 

Excellent furniture. • 

For details please call tel: 811401 


(IATA) said the industry freed 
losses of $3.7 trillion on interna- 
tional services alone in 1991 after 
recording total losses of $5.1 bil- 
lion in 1990. 

“I am still not certain that 
everyone . realises just how bad 
things are,” he told delegates to 
the annual meeting of the: 304- 
member group in the Kenyan 
capital Nairobi. 

IATA blames the industry’s 
woes on a doubling of fuel prices 
and war risk premiums after 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. 

This came on top of rocketing 
interest charges which accounted 
for $33 billion in 1990 — an 
mcrerase of 39 per cent .on 1989 
— and swallowed up a modest 
operating surplus on internation- 
al services for a final loss of $2.7 
billion. 

“As we move to the cod of the 
year, tiie industry is bleeding to 
death,” Mr. Eser said. 

Other topics at the two-day 
meeting include the industry's 
strategies to cope with route and 
airport congestion, environmen- 
tal concerns and the increasing 
range of taxes imposed on airlines 
by governments. 

“fit the financial sector, it’s 
pretty much gloom and doom,” 
said IATA spokesman John 
Brindley. 

Mr. Brindley said businesses 
and holiday-makers cancelled 
flights because of the Gulf- 
related recession and fears of 
terrorism in late 1990 and early 
1991. 

Delegates noted that even this 
year's IATA meeting was less 
well-attended than in previous 


years. 

“We will be lucky if passenger 
numbers fall by no more than two 
per cent this year, with freight 
tonnes flat and total revenue*: 
tonne-kilometre traffic down by: 
three per cent,” he said. 

But Mr. Brindley said: “With 
average yields up by six per cent,; 
unit costs up by five per cent,, 
then even if interest charges stay 
flat at $3.2 billion the net result, at 
minus $3.7 billion dollars... will, 
represent a second year running.' 
of record loss.” 

IATA predicts a recovery In’ 
1992 with growth of 9.4 per cent; 
in passenger traffic and a steady 
overall growth rate of 5.6 per cent 
in 1991 to 1995. Its annual report 
predicts overall growth of six per 
cent for freight in 1991 to 1995. 

Mr. Eser appealed for a longer 
term view in the industry, warn-, 
ing against delays in improving- 
infrastructure to reduce the mas- 
sive problem of congestion — 

' particularly in Europe. ' 

IATA delegates elected Pierre 
Jean Jeanniot, formerly of Aft' 
Canada, to the director general's 
post to replace Mr. Eser when he, 
retired in mid-1992. Another 
Canadian, Rhys Eyton of Cana-’ 
dian Airlines International, was' 
'voted IATA president. 

Delegates adopted four main 
resolutions, covering the issues of 
the environment, taxation, im-' 
migration and freedom of supply.' 

Signalling particular concern- 
on the issue of taxation, IATA 
official Edward Spry said: “gov- 
ernments are using taxes to raise 
funds for their central treasuries 
not to improve the air industry/ 


c Jlqaba Sww 

APARTOTEL 

Two bedrooms, living room, kitchen, idyllic sea views. 
Rate: JD 30 per night 

Please call Aqaba, Tel: 313512 * Fax: 314339 


FOR RENT 

An unfurnished deluxe flat for rent. Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, large kitchen, laundry room, large reception area, 
3 terraces, 1 veranda. 

Located near Russian and new Spanish embassies. 

.For a ppohitmen U calHel: 7219MI be f a en fc90 aja. — 3^9 pjp. 


FURNISHED FIATS FOR RENT 

Two furnished fiats. Located in Um Uthainah' 
each has 3 bedrooms, 2-3 bathrooms, separate 
C/H and brand new deluxe furniture. 

Suitable for diplomatic communities. 

The building is new. 

Contact tel: 820502 
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U.N. chief urges enforcement 
of Yugoslav arms embargo 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Secretary-General urged 
Qte Security Council Monday to 
follow up its arms embargo 
against Yugoslavia and offered 
U.N. aid for displaced persons, 
.expected to reach 400,000 soon. 

In an analysis of the Yugoslav 
economy, Secretary-General - 

Jtfvier Perez de Cuellar aim 'said 
die entire financial life of the 
country “is in risk of disintegra- 
tion." * 

.“The. killing must stop,” the 
. U.N.' chief said in'his first report 
on the Yugoslav crisis following a 
trip to the country by his special 
envoy, former U.S. Secretary of 
State Cyrus Vance. 

Mr. Vance, be said, reported 
that the embargo on weapons and 

military equipment imposed by 
the Security Council on Sept. 25 
was being violated. 

“Given the gravity of this appa- 
• root violation of the decision of 
the council, its mem bens will no 
.doubt wish to respond appropri- 
ately,” he said. 

France has been considering 


asking the 15-member council to 
impose an cr3 embargo against 
the waning parties in Yugoslavia 
but no action has been taken yet. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar said he 
asked die U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees, Sadako Oga- 
ta, to examine “on an urgent 
basis, bow her office may act” in 
Yugoslavia. 

He estimated about' 300,000 
'people had been displaced within 
Yugoslavia and another 100,000 
were expected to fbOow suit by 
the end of die year. 

UNHCR is already active in 
aiding 35,000 Yugoslav refugees 
in Hungary. Italy has granted 
temporary asylum to 5,000 
Yugoslavs and Austria has re- 
ported 6,000 to 8,000 refugees. 

Britain’s Lord Carrington, the 
European Community’s mediator 
on Yugoslavia, Monday told 
senior diplomats he was pessimis- 
tic about prospects for a truce in 
the country’s civil war. 

Carrington, who had conferred 
with Mr. Perez de Cuellar, later 
briefed the five permanent mem- 


bers of the Security Council, di- 
plomats said. 

“He was pretty discouraging, 
quite pessimistic,” said one envoy 
at the talks, which reviewed an 
EC communique threatening Ser- 
bia with economic and diplomatic 
sanctions if it (fid not agree to EC 
peace proposals by Tuesday. 

- Only Serbia has so far rejected 
an EC plan for the orderly break- 
up of the Yugoslav Federation. 

Lord Carrington was said to have 
told Britain, France, the United 
States, the Soviet Union and Chi- 
na that support from the Security 
Council would be useful. He also 
said he planned to talk to die 
Yugoslav parties again on Nov. 7. 

Meanwhile the Yugoslav army 
Tuesday blasted the Croatian 
town of Vmkovri with artillery 
and sporadic fighting was re- 
ported elsewhere in the break- 
away republic. 

Croatian radio said a heavy 
artillery barrage at dawn pound- 
ed Vinkovd, where the Serb-led 
army is trying to drive out Croa- 
tian militia forces. 


In die port city of Dubrovnik, 
under siege by the army for 29 
days, evacuations of women and 
children continued overnight. A 
ship bringing relief supplies was 
being impeded. by the army be- 
fore being Id through a naval 
blockade. 

Some 50,000 men, women and 
children are trapped in the 
mediaeval Croatian port, deemed 
a world heritage site try die Un- 
ited Nations, with die army 
camped a kilometre from the 
walls. 

Despite a 10-day ceasefire, 
fi ghting him raged around Vink- 
ovd and the nearby Danube town 
of Vukovar for. the past week. 

Fighting was also reported 
around Vukovar Tuesday, where 
some 15,000 Croats have been 
holding out against an army siege 
for two months. 

The Vukovar hospital is said to 
be overflowing with wounded but 
international relief convoys have 
been unable to reach the town 
because of the fighting. 


Pretoria 
welcomes 
call for 
all-party 
talks 

CAPE TOWN (R) — Chief gov- 
- eminent negotiator Gerrit Vil- 
-joea Monday welcomed a joint 
"call by the African National Con- 
gress (ANC) and the Pan Afri- 
■ canist Congress (PAC) for all- 
' party talks ' on South Africa’s 
transition to democracy. 

. “The government, the (ruling) 

' National Party and most other 
parties had been ready and eager 
fed start these talks since the be- 
ginning of the year,” he said in a 
statement 

Mr. Viljoen, who is minister of 
constitutional development did 
not reject demands by the ANC 
and tiie PAC for an interim gov- 
ernment and an elected assembly 
to draft a post-apartheid constit u - 
tion, but said these should be put 
up for negotiation. 

“It is well known that the 
government- and tile National 
Party propose methods different 
from those sponsored by the 
ANC7PAC for dealing with these 
matters,” he said. 

President F.W. de Klerk, who 
began to dismantle apartheid in 
February 1990, has. insisted that 
Ms minority government must re- 
main in power until a new con- 
stitution has been drafted. 

. He has also rejected the ANCs 
call for a one-man, one-voce elec- 
tion of a body to draw up the 
constitution. 

The ANC and the breakaway 
PAC, which has taken a consis- 
tently more radical fine since its 
formation, in 1959, were among 
92 anti-apartheid groups that 
agreed Sunday to form a Patriotic 
Front against Mr. De Klerk’s 
government. 

They resolved to demand an 
immediate all-party congress cal- 
led by an independent convener 
to thrash out details of how South 
Africa should move from white 
rale of democracy. 

It was the first time that the 
PAC had agreed to participate in 
any form of negotiation with the 
government. 

In a final declaration, the 
groups condemned Mr. De 
Klerk’s government as illegiti- 
mate and blamed Mm for the 
nationwide township violence 
that has killed 3,000 people in a 
year. 

- “The government rejects (this) 
with indignation,” Mr. Viljoen 
said. “This is a completely unsub- 
stantiated and unproven state- 
ment 

“It is high time that the ANC 
and PAC candidly consider their 
own involvement and responsibil- 
ity in the existing dimate of vio- 
lence,” he, said. 

State-run radio said two men 
died Monday in the latest inci- 
dence of the vioi^ace that usually . 
pits ANC supporters against Zulu 
chief Mangbsothn Bufbelezi* s In- 
katha Freedom Party. 

The radio said they were shot 
while boarding a bus at Mpuma- 
langa, where six people, were 
kitted Saturday by a grenade 
thrown into a- wedding feast 
Meanwhile the nntitary leader » 
of -Sooth Africa's Gs&ei home- 
land declared astate of emergen- 
cy Tuesday to curb what he de- 
scribed as acts of terrorism 
fomented by. Nelson Mandeb's’ 
African National Congress - 
(ANQ. 

Military strongman Brigadier - 
Oupa Gqozo said on South Afri- 
can television that em e rgency 
rale would be imposed until 
fatter notice, “to combat activi- 
ties of anon and terrorism.” 


India’s 

ex-premier 

arrested 

during 

protest 

AYODHYA, India (R) — For- 
mer Indian Prime Minister Visb- 
wanath Pratap Singh was arrested 
Tuesday as be led some 500 sup- 
porters to the northern town of 
Ayodhya to protest a bid by 
Hindus to take over a disputed 
mosque. 

Mr. Singh was arrested near 
RamsneM Ghat village, about 70 
kilometres west of Ayodhya, 
charged with violating a banning 
order on the assembly of four or 
more people. 

“It' is a wrongful arrest,” said 
Mr. Sinigh, who squatted on the 
highway after his motorcade was 
stopped. 

Twenty five members of parlia- 
ment from Mr. Singh’s National 
From .'Affiance and leftist parties 
were alsb arrested. 

Hindus want to buOd a temple 
on the site in Ayodhya of a 
450-year-old mosque which Hin- 
dus say stands on the birthplace 
of their god-king Rama. At least 

2,000 prairie have died in riots 
sparked by the dispute in die past 
two years. 

“We have been prevented from 
carrying on a peaceful protest. 
We don’t want to confront any- 
one. We . want .to exert moral 
pressure on the government,” Mr. 
Singh said. 

Police Superintendent N.B. 
Singh said charges against' the 



V.P. Singh 


former prime minister and Ms 
supporters would be dropped if 
they stopped heading for 
Ayodhya. 

Mr. Singh and his supporters 
were taken to a government rest 
house where they sat in protest. 
They had arrived in a 120-car 
convoy from Lucknow, capital of 
Uttar Pradesh state. 

Hindn militants camping at 
Ayodhya threatened to attack 
Mr. Singh if he entered the tem- 
ple town. . 

The dispute was partly re- 
sponsible for the fell of Mr. 
Singh’s government, which lost a 
vote of confidence in November 
1990 after he ordered a crack- 
down on Hindu militants. At 
least 16 people were killed when 
police fired to prev ent mili tants 
storming the mosque. 

Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP, 
World Hindu Council), 
spearheading the campaign to 
pull down tile mosque and buOd a 
temple to Rama in its place, said 
it planned ceremonies to com- 
memorate tiie anniversary of the 
crackdown. 


Mobutu tells Belgium to 
withdraw its troops 


KINSHASA, Zaire (AP)— Pres- 
ident Mobuto $cse Seko told 
Belgium to withdraw its troops 
from Zaire, but opposition lead- 
ers pleaded for them to stay,- 
fearing a bloodbath by Mobutu's 
mutinying troops. 

Belgium and France have said 
they will w i t hdraw their soldiers 
when a final evacuation of fore- 
igners is complete. Mr. Mobutu’s 
demand Monday appeared to be 
a face-saving gesture in the. face 
of unprecedented Western press- 
ure to give np power.' 

This sprawling central African 
nation is degener a ting into chaos, 
with unpaid soldiers leading civi- 
lians in looting and pfflagMg in 
the interior. 

The crisis erupted with riots in 
Kinshasa last month. Zaire’s 
mineral-rich economy has col- 
lapsed after 26 years of corrupt, 
repressive dkxatorsirip by Mr. Mobu- 
tu. 

Belgium, the former colonial 
power in Zaire, said Monday that 
it would ask the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) to send a 
peacekeeping force to Zaire. It 
would replace Belgian and 
French paratroopers sent last 
month to safeguard the evacua- 
tion of more than 20,000 fore- 
igners after the Sept. 23-24 
mutiny. ' 

Some 950 European paratroop- 
ers Tuesday continued the eva- 
cuation they started a day earlier. 

Western governments said the- 
evacuation involves Belgian 
planes flying from 14 interior 
towns and cities, ferries across 
tiie Congo River from KnrshftSfl 
to Congo and from southern river 
towns to the Atlantic Port of 
Fomte Noire v and land transport 
to Kigali, Rwanda. 

Belgian Foreign Minister Mark 
Eyskens said the European Com- - 
sufflity supported inviting Afri- 


can peacekeepers, but that the 
Africans could intervene only if 
Zaire agreed. 

Mr. Mobuto has made no com- 
ment on the suggestion. 

Voice Of Zaire state radio 
Tuesday quoted Mr. Mobutu as 
demanding Belgium immediately 
withdraw* its paratroopers. 

“The humanitarian mission en- 
trusted to these troops — to 
protect the evacuation of Belgian 
nationals to their country — has 
aided,”. the radio quoted Mr. 
Mobutu as saying. 

Opposition sources said Mr. 
Mobutu was expected to continue 
meetings begun Monday with Ms 
archrival, opposition leader 
Etienne Tsfaisekedi, and other 
leaders of the Sacred Union 
Coalition of more than 150 
oppos iti on parties. 

. The latest unrest erupted last 
week after Mr. Mobutu fired 
TsMsekecfi, whom be app ointed 
Prime Minister under pressure 
from Western governments after 
the September riots, and 
appointed Bernardin MunguMDi- 
aka,.a minor opposition figure 
branded a traitor by his col- 
leagues for accepting the post. 

Mir. Mobuto has vowed he will 
not share power with Mr. 
Tshisekedi, and the Sacred Union 
has said Mr. Tsfaisekedi is the 
only acceptable candidate for 
prime minister. 

* However, opposition sources 
said Monday they were 
a compromise candidate, Ji 
Bra, an eklerty politician who 
heads the Democratic Social 
Christian Party. 

Belgium, meanwhile, has been 
pressing the United States to in- 
tervene. Prime Minster Wilfred 
Martens said .Monday that 
Washington could be doing mere 
to force Mobutu to surrender 
power, suggesting die Zairean 
strongman still has UJ3. support. 


Britain, 
Vietnam 
sign deal 
to deport 
boat people 


HONG KONG (R) — Britain 
and Vietnam have signed a deal 
in Hanoi allowing the deportation 
from Hong Kong camps of all 
boat people denied refugee star 
tus, Hong Kong Secretory for 
Security Alistair Asprey said 
Tuesday. 

“This is a comprehensive 
agreement covering foe return of 
all non-refugees," Mr. Asprey 
told a news conference. “It also 
covers all new arrivals.” 

He said Britain’s ambassador 
to Hanoi, Peter Wfitiams, signed 
the agreement Tuesday with 
Vietnamese officials on behalf of 
tiie British and Hong Kong gov- 
ernments. 

Mr. Asprey said it would apply 
initially to boat people arriving in 
the British colony and details on 
bow to start deporting Viet- 
namese already here had yet to 
be hammered out. 

“This understanding brings 
into effect an orderly return prog- 
ramme which wQl apply initially 
to all new arrivals found to be 
illegal immigrants and then sub- 
sequently to all other Vietnamese 
illegal immigrants already in de- 
tention centres.” 

Earlier this month Hanoi and 
London agreed to start limited 
deportations, but the deal co- 
vered only about 200 boat people 
out of over 63,000 in Hong Kong 
camps, and fell far short of Hong 
Kong officials’ hopes of starting 
forces ■ repatriation for all non- 
refugees. 


N. Korea 
continues 
to refuse 
nuclear 
inspections 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
Communist North Korea has not 
only refused again to open Its 
secretive nuclear faeflitks to in- 
temalional 'inspection, but it has 
set more conditions for doing so. 

Talks will be held in Washing- 
ton tins week to dxscuss what can 
be done to pressure North Korea 
to change its mind. 

This renewed recalcitrance by 
the North Koreans privately dis- 
turbs Western officials, who have 
expressed concern that the North 
may not only be nearing the 
potential to produce nuclear arms- 
but seems determined to use the 
issue as a political weapon . 

The nuclear debate is one of 
the most sensitive issues in North 
Asia. Inability to resolve it 
threatens to undermine efforts 
for lasting peace and stability in 
the region. 

The Foreign Ministry said last 
weekend that high-level talks in 
Washington on Oct. 30 would 
focus on U.S. troop reductions 
and on U.S. President George 
Bush's plan to withdraw all sea 
and land-based nuclear weapons 
from Sooth Korea. 

Military sources said Monday 
that South Korea will start mas- 
sive military exerases with the 
United States tins week, and a 
Seoul newspaper said U.S. troops 
might use such exercises to re- 
move nuclear warheads* 

The announced with draw al of 
U.S. weapons was initially seen 
as a positive step in encouraging 
North Korea to allow inspections. 
The North has consistently de- 
manded the withdrawa l of U.S. 
midear weapons as a condition 
for inspections- 


U N. details ‘quick fix’ 
measures for Cambodia 


PHNOM PENH (R)— A United 
Nations agency plans , to start 
patching up Cambodia’s shat- 
tered rail and road network to 
help repatriate the 350,000 re- 
fugees m camps in Thailand, a 
senior Phnom Penh-based official 


After the signing of a peace 
treaty last Wednesday between 
the ftmom Penh govern m ent and 
its guerrilla rivals, the "United 


the Thai-Cambodian border and 
anther between Phnom Penh 
and the southwest port of Kom- 
pong Soto. The track between 
Sisophcm and Foipet has been 
mostly destroyed. 

The country’s ancient passen- 
ger, and goods trains include 
several steam locomotives built in 

the 1920s. , 

Trains run at an average speed 
of 25 kph (15 mph) because of 


Nations is embarking on one of ’severely degraded tra ck and 
its biggest ever missing to get the bridges, a frequent taiget of guer- 
countryback emits feet andguide riHa attacks. . M 

it through to elections. • In Bangkok, the U-N. 

Rajeev Piflay, deputy head of announced that a mission oi tne 
the U.N. Development Program- organisation’s agencies 


me (UNDP), said Monday a 
short-term upgrade of the railway 
would cost about $8 million using 
-second-hand materials bought in 
Thailand. 

“The railway would serve as a 
ipeans of bringing in food and 
aarntring m tiie repatriation,” he 


A U.N. survey mission will 
arrive in Phnom Penh next month 
to report on tiie proposed Up- 


Unofficial estimates to rep a ir 
Cambodia's infrastructure. 


_ would 

leave for Cambodia Thursday for 
a two-week trip to assess the 
country’s needs. 

It will look at . the immediate 
relief problems in food, housing, 
water, sanitation, health and in- 
frastructure. 

It is the first such visit since the 
peace accord was signed and in- 
volves the world food program- 
me, the U.N. High Commission- 
er for Refugees, the U.N. Qiil- 
drens Fund and other agencies. 

After it reports back the U.N. 
will appeal to the world commun- 


barely running after 13 years of "ity for funds, 
civil war, have been put at $2 No one knows how much tiie 


billion. 

Mr. POlay said $100 mflfion had 
been set aside for urgently 
needed rehabilitation and tech- 
nical assistance programmes. 

The UNDP’s mandate pre- 
vented it from getting involved in 
huge and cosdy capital work pro- 
jects but money could be spent on 
“stop-gap” measures such as li- 
mited repairs to road and rail 
systems. 

“What we can do is pot in ‘seed 
money* for certain rehabilitation 
works that would serve as a 
means of attracting future fund- 
ing,” he said. 

Cambodia’s rail network con- 
sists of two -single- fine tracks 
linking the capital with Poipet on 


new U.N. Cambodia operation 
will cost — but everybody is sure 
it will be the most expensive in 
U.N. histoiy. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Solomon has pre- 
pared Congress for a bill of more 
than a bflfion dollars, of which 
the United States would pay about 
30 per emit. It is hoped Japan will 
pay at least 25 per cent of the 
costs and Australia will contri- 
bute about 1,000 troops. 

Diplomats believe Mr. Solo- 
mon, in Ms recent testimony to 
tiie House Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee, gave the highest possible 
es tim ate , meaning that earlier 
ball park figures of $2 to $5 
billion have been discounted. 


Soviet forces to remain until 
Baltics can afford to move thei 


OSLO, Norway (AP) — Red. 
Army sokfiers must remain in the 
independent Baltic republics until 


they have a place to resettle, and 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia 
can help build cities for tiie troops 
in the Soviet Union, a top Soviet 
Defence official has said. 

“We cannot pull the forces out 
and have no plaoe to put them. ... 
They cannot be out in the cold 
weather and snow,” the Soviet 
Deputy Defence Minister, Pavel 
Grachev, told a news conference. 

Latvian President Anatolijs 
Gorbunovs said ' earlier this 
month that the Baltic states want 
the Soviet army out of their capit- 
al dtks by Dec. 1, a deadline Mr. 
Grachev called unrealistic. 

The earliest tiie troops could be 
withdrawn is* 1994 or 1995, said 
Mr. Grachev, whose comments 
were translated by a Norwegian 
interp ret er. 

Mr. Gradbev said the Baltic 


nations4hould help pay for cities; 
houses and garrisons - for tiie 
troops in the way Germany has 
.contributed to the relocation of 
Soviet troops based in former 
East Germany. 

“We have already suggested 
payment in currency,” he said. 
“If a division pulls out then they 
(tiie repobfics) pay for a dty 
complete with everything 
needed.” 

The* Baltic republics need to 
rebuild their economies after 50 
years of Co mmunis t rule. They 
have little hard currency and may 
face fuel shortages and severe 
economic problems, and may not 
be able to afford such expenses. 

' “Then we will have to wait 
until they become wealthy,” said 
Mr. Grachev. 

The Soviet Union has grave 
economic woes of its own, and 
Mr. Grachev said moving the 
troops without having anywhere 
to put them “would be barbaric.” 


Mr. Grachev, 43, was 
appointed on Ang. 23, a few days 
after the collapse of the coup 
against Soviet President Mlkhafl 
Gorbachev. The Soviet govern- 
ment recognised tiie Baltic na- 
tions’ independence shortly after 
the foiled coup. 

Mr. Grachev said about 

500.000 Red Army troops, offi- 
cials, civil defence workers and 
others are based in the Baltic 
republics and the militarised cn- 
dave of Kalinin g ra d on the Baltic 
Sea. 

The number of Soviet troops m 
the Baltics are in dispute. Mb'. 
Gor bunov s said there are about 

200.000 Soviet sokfiers in Latvia 
alone. 

Mr. Grachev was in Norway to 
tour military installations, and 
meet with top mOitaiy officials, 
including the Supreme Comman- 
der df Norwegian Forces, Adm. 
Tantif Rein. 


Russia may build own army if other republics do 


MOSCOW (R) — Boris Yeltsin 
said Monday Ms Russian Federa- 
tion had no immediate plans to 
form its own army but would be 
forced to do so if other republics 
pressed ahead with theirs. 

“You know that certain repub- 
lics have announced the forma- 
tion of national armies. We are 
in no hurry to do so,” the Russian 
president said in a speech to the 
Congress of People’s Deputies, 
the republic’s highest legislature. 

“It makes more sense political- 
ly to have joint armed forces in 
community of sovereign states, 
with a unified command,” Mr. 
Yeltsin added. < 

“But if, against our wishes, the 
process of" creating- national 
armies in the republics goes 
ahead, well have no alternative 
but to form our own Russian 
army. But that will not be our 
choice.” 

The collapse of central Soviet 
power has prompted 10 out of 12- 
republics to declare independ- 
ence.- Several, .including the 
powerful Ukraine, have pledged 
to bnikl their own armies. 

Such moves have aroused con- 
cern in the West about who 
would control the world’s biggest 
nuclear arsenal. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who led popular 
opposition to an attempted hard- 
line coup in August, said the 
foiled putsch had proved the need 
to create a Russian National 
Guard. 

He gave no details, but officials 
have said tiie guard wfll be a 
relatively small, highly-trained 
professional force that would in 
no way amount to a republican 
army. 

The Russian parhamenfs De- 
fence Committee was already 
preparing draft laws on touring 
the guard, Mr. Yeltsin said. 


Mr. Yeltsin set out plans Mon- 
day to reduce the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry to a consultative body, 
prompting its chief spokesman to 
warn it would mean the end of 
tiie Soviet Union. 

“To me the consequences 
would be that the Soviet union as 
a single country would be no 
more,” spokesman Vitaly Chur- 
kin told rep o rt er s after a regular 
briefing. 

“I for one cannot see one 
country with 12 different foreign 
pofides. I don’t think it can ex- 
ist,” he said. 

Mr. Churkin said the Foreign 
Ministry had not officially reacted 
to Mr. Yeltsin’s proposal and this 
was Ms personal view. 

He said the plan stifi had to be 
approved by Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and the State 
Council, a temporary govern- 
ment structure set up after last 
August’s abortive conservative 
coup. 

Mr. Churkin was speaking 
shortly after Mr. Yeltsin prop- 
osed drastic austerity measures 
for the Russian Republic — in- 
cluding a 90 per cent cut in 
funding for. the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry — to stop the republic’s 
economic decline. 

“We are proposing to reorga- 
nise tiie Soviet Foreign Ministry. 
It should be the coordinator of 
tiie international affaire of die 
republics, and its size should Ibe 
about 10 times smaller than it is 
now,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

Mr. Yeltsin made Ms threat to 
strip power from the Foreign 
Ministry as Mr. Gorbachev — 
who still has great international 
prestige — set off to co-chair a 
Middle East peace c on ference in 
Madrid. 

■ Azerbaijan and the Ukraine 
voted this month to set up their 


own armies, and many other re- 
publics are creating separate 
national guards. 

“I think it’s inevitble as a con- 
sequence of that step that there 
will spring up 12 armed fences on 
the territory of the former 
USSR,” Mr. Churkin said. 

Alluding to fear that Russia, 
the Ukraine, Kazakhstan or 
Byelorussia might want to take 
control of Soviet nuclear weapons 
cm their territory, Mr. Churkin 
said: 

*T don't think that in a situa- 
tion like this (Mr. Yeltsin’s prop- 
osal) you can hold centralised 
control over nuclear forces in this 
country. That’s my personal opin- 
ion.” 

Soviet leaders have frequently 
tried to reass u re the West that 
Moscow wifi keep control over 
tire country’s nuclear arms. 

In London, President Nursul- 
tan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan 
said Monday be would not seek 
independent control over the 
Soviet republic’s nuclear weapons 
and that they would remain under 
joint mflitaiy control. 

“Kazakhstan is among tiie 
eight repobfics that signed the 
(new Soviet) economic treaty. 
This treaty declared that there 
wQl be one management of foe 
army and tins includes nuclear 
missiles,” he told a news confer- 
ence on the first day of a visit to 
Britain. 

“A separated management of 
nuclear arms, I do not recognise 
at aH,” be added. 

Mr. Nazarbayev, one of tiie 
key repubfican leaden who is 
dose to Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, was elaborating on a 
policy he first outfitted in tire 
Soviet Union earlier tins month. 

He is seeking potiticai and eco- 
nomic cooperation between tire 


West and Ms influential Central 
Asian republic. 

Mr. Nafaubayev is of particular 
interest to tiie West since Ms 
warning just after the abortive 
Soviet coop in August that ter- 
ritorial claims on Kazakhstan by 
any other republic could cause 
war — and that Ms country was 
“a nuclear republic.” 

-Asked bow he felt about Mos- 
cow controlling nuclear weapons 
in Kazakhstan, Mr. Nazarbayev 
replied: “It is not Moscow but a 
c ommittee of the general staff 
that contains tiie ministers of 
defence of each republic.” 

Kazakhstan would not seek 
control over the weapons. Mr. 
Nazarbayev in August banned 
nuclear testing in Kazakhstan, 
whose SenripaJatniak site was for 
decades the mam Soviet test 
range. 

In Moscow, Mr. Yeltsin Mon- 
day ordered a one-year morator- 
ium on nuclear, testa on Russian 
territory, Interfax News . * . Agency 
sakL 

Mr. Nazarbayev will discuss 
the fotore of the Soviet Union 
with potitical leaders led by Prime 
Minister John Major, chairman 
of the Group of .Seven industrial 
nations. He wfl] also meet bank- 
ers and petroleum industry 
drieft. 

Mr. Nazarbayev said his repub- 
lic deeded qualified consultants 
to eroloit its resources, which 
mdude gas and oil reserves. 

Mr. Nazarbayev later met 
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
for talks on tire Soviet economy 


lies. 

M r. Hurd “expressed our con- 
cem s abo ut tire future control 
and safety of imrfe ar 
the Soviet Union,” a 
Office spokesman said. 


Mrs. Marcos offers 
shoes collection 
$ 10,000 a pair 

MANILA (R) — ImddaMa 
is offering to auction off her Abe 
collection for 510.0 00 a pwr' to 
raise money to victims of tiie 
Mount Pinatubo volcanic trap- 
tfon in the Phffipphtes. The exfed 
former Philippine first lady, said 
m a radio interview Tuesday the 
government of President Corxpou 
Aquino had promised to return 
her collection of 1,200 designer 
shoes that she left behind when 
she was ousted in 1986. *T heard i 
the shoes ... will be relumed, to = t . . 
me. Perhaps it would be good if ' 
we auction them so we can have I -** 
some funds, some money and ,f. s 
help the Pinatubo victims." she . 
said. “I only have a few shoes left ■ v l - 
because charitable groups hare 
been asking for my shoes, org*. : 
nisations from Texas, California^ Jth 
and New York," she added. ., 7 . 



China cracks down / ; 
on prostitution 

PEKING (AP) — Authorities are V 
cracking down on prostitution in 
southern China before the 
Women’s World Soccer Cham- 
pionships are held there next 
month, official media said Mon- / 
day. The tournament wfl] be bdd 
on Nov. 16-30 in Canton and fom 
nearby cities. China is intent do 
making a good impression as host 
of the international competition 
in an effort to bolster its bid for . 
the summer Olympics in 2000. 
The official China Daily news- 
paper said 1,774 protitntes have - . 
been arrested in the crackdown in 
tire southern province of Guang- 
dong. It said police have closed 
472 hotels, recreation centres, . 
[barber shops, beauty shops and 
/bars that were centres for pros- 
titution. The Communist gov- 
ernment nearly succeeded in eli- 
minating prostitution after taking 
power m 1949, but the practice 
has returned in recent years with 
increased expos nr e to the outride 
world and greeter social mobility, 

Swatch watch 
fetches 
record $41,700 

LUCERNE, Switzerland (R) — . 
A record price of 62,000 Swiss 
francs ($41,700) was recorded for 
a Swatch fashion watch at an 
auction in Lucerne at the 
weekend, organisers said. The 
watch, was one of a limited-series . 
of 120 brightly -coloured “Kfld 
Picasso” models designed by ' 
French artist Christian Chapiroa 
in 1985 with Ms signature on the 
strap. The plastic Swatch . 
timekeepers, made by Swisk 
watch m aker SMH, were hum- 
died seven years ago to revive a 
traditional Swiss industry buried 
under Asian competition. They 
have been enormously succe ss f u l 
with more than 90 millio n so far 
sold around the world. Their 
collectibility means they can 
often soar. way above their usual 
selling price of .only 50 francs 
($34). SMH President Nicolas 
Hayek told a news conference 
last Fridays the 100 millionth 
swatch was likely ’to leave the 
production fine next March. 

Mother, son reunited 
after 55 years 

ROME (AP) — After 55 years, 
an elderly woman was reunited 
with th£ son she believed had died 
as an infant, Italian newspapers 
reported Sunday. In 1936, 19- 
year-old Anna Maria Maw-ini de- 
livered a son out of wedlock. . 
Fearing a scandal, her family 
conspired with the midwife, who 
told the girl her child was born 
“dead and horribly deformed,” 
tiie newspaper reported. The 
Mancrni family put the chad away 
in an orphanage, the papers said: 

The son was adopted at the age of 
six and given the name Nelk) M 
Simone. He was unaware of h& 
'mother’s existence until a cot 1 
league at the Fiat car factory iq - 
tile town of Sulmona in the cen- 
tral Abruzri region told bun of his - 
grandparent’s conspiracy, the 
newspapers said. After xzmefa re- ; 
search, Di Simone found distant 
relatives in Canada who provided 
fas tong-tost mother’s address. 
He finally met her Satmday; the 
paper reported. “No one cat 
understand what a mother expert . 
cnees finding a eMld sltethought' 
dead for 55 years,” Mis. Ma ncha _ 
jcarfolly tdd reporters. Mrs- 
Mandni, married with three 
daughters, joined her son ath»: . 
home in Pratola Pefignu, o My af • 
few kilometres from her own - 
house. Mother and son'sa^iiQ^ 
body Will keen t h em aw t aftrinf 
Meanwhile, Itafea aw- 

already speculating the tafe wfflw 
ha»»e a bestseller for. tike- sen- ■ 
Omental li te ra ture >. 
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